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SCHOOL  CONSOLIDATION  VOTED  DOWN 


On  Feb.  27,  just  as  this  issue  was  going 
to  press,  the  School  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  voted  no  on  the  proposal  to 
consolidate  elementary  schools  in  the  dis- 
trict. Seven  affirmative  votes  were  needed 
for  the  School  Committee  to  put  the 
matter  before  voters  at  their  annual  town 
meetings.  Only  committee  chair  Herb 
Abelow,  from  New  Marlborough,  and 
Andy  Fetterhoff,  one  of  the  four  Sheffield 
representatives,  voted  for  the  measure. 

Every  committee  member  spoke 
before  the  vote.  Many  of  them  noted 
that  there  wasn't  enough  time  or  enough 


information  to  make  a  good  decision  on 
the  matter  and  that  everyone  needs  to 
build  on  the  good  ideas  that  arose  in  the 
community  reaction  to  the  proposal. 

Deborah  Mielke  of  Monterey  noted 
that  the  District  is  at  a  crossroads  and 
urged  that  the  rancor  be  put  aside  and 
the  positive  energy  be  put  to  good  use. 
A  small  working  group  was  proposed  to 
gather  data  and  explore  options. 

Committee  members  praised  Save 
Our  Schools,  an  organization  of  affected 
parents,  for  its  research.  Carl  Stewart, 
committee  member  from  Alford,  said 
that  there  may  come  a  time  when  it  is 


MT.  EVERETT  PRODUCES  STATE  CHAMPION 


Mt.  Everett  High  School  is  one  of  the 
smallest  public  schools  in  the  common- 
wealth. In  addition,  its  remote  location 
makes  it  hard  to  "co-op"  or  combine 
students  from  more  than  one  school  into 
a  team.  So  how  does  a  school  like  that 
produce  a  state  champion? 

It's  a  story  of  brothers  and  family.  It's 
a  story  of  wolves.  It's  a  story  of  under- 
dogs and  underestimating.  Mostly,  it's  a 
story  of  wrestling. 

"Wrestling  is  a  family,"  says  Seamus' 
father,  Jim  Wolfe.  "In  a  family,  you  go 
from  child  to  big  brother  to  parent. 
In  wrestling,  you  go  from  wrestler  to 
sparring  partner  to  coach.  But  you  never 
leave  it." 

Seamus  Wolfe  was  following  in  his 
brother  Jeremy's  footsteps  as  a  three- 


time  Western  Massachusetts  Champion 
wrestler.  When  it  came  time  for  Seamus 
to  claim  his  fourth  division  title,  he  lost 
5-6  in  the  semi-finals  to  a  wrestler  he 
had  previously  beaten  and  came  in  third 
in  the  tournament.  "I  wasn't  focused, 
I  was  thinking  about  the  finals,"  the 
132-pound  wrestler  said.  The  final  was 
sure  to  be  against  Abbas  Tamaradze, 
a  new  addition  to  the  Western  Mass 
tournament  with  an  undefeated  record. 
Tamaradze's  mascot  was  the  wolf. 

Wolfe's  third-place  win  meant  he  was 
unseeded  in  the  state  tournament.  To 
win,  he'd  have  to  wrestle  at  least  three 
first-place  finishers  from  the  division 
tournaments.  Seamus  went  back  to 

practice  humbled. 

Continued  on  page  13 


appropriate  to  close  one,  two  or  three  of 
the  schools,  but  that  time  isn't  now. 

Even  if  the  School  Committee  had 
passed  the  measure,  the  issue  would  still 
have  required  approval  from  voters  in  at 
least  four  of  the  five  towns  in  the  District 
before  any  of  the  village  schools  could 
have  been  closed. 

The  District  now  has  four  elemen- 
tary schools:  Undermountain,  on  the 
SBRSD  school  campus  in  Sheffield,  and 
the  smaller  village  schools  in  Monterey, 
New  Marlborough  and  South  Egremont. 
The  proposal  would  have  closed  all  three 
smaller  schools.  (The  fifth  town  in  the 
district,  Alford,  closed  its  school  in  1993 
and  sends  its  youngest  students  to  the 
school  in  South  Egremont.) 

The  District  and  School  Committee 
started  discussing  the  closures  as  a  cost- 
cutting  measure.  The  District  had  said  that 
the  cuts  were  necessary  to  be  able  to  present 
a  budget  proposal  for  fiscal  year  2013  that  is 
level  with  last  year's,  given  that  some  costs, 
such  as  negotiated  salaries  and  health  care, 
will  increase.  According  to  Michael  Single- 
ton, the  school  superintendant,  closing  the 
three  schools  would  save  $335,000. 

Before  the  Feb.  27  vote,  however,  an 
alternative  way  to  produce  a  level  budget 
was  worked  out  by  the  School  Commit- 
tee's finance  subcommittee. 

Additionally,  the  extent  of  the  savings 
was  challenged  by  parents  and  residents. 
SBRSD  participates  in  a  program  called 
the  Massachusetts  School  Choice  Pro- 

Continued  on  page  11 
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SHEFFIELD  ASSOCIATION:  THANKS  FOR  A  GREAT 
RESPONSE  TO  THE  ANNUAL  APPEAL 


Thanks  to  a  very  strong  response  from 
the  people  of  Sheffield,  the  Sheffield 
Times  is  starting  2012  on  a  solid  financial 
footing.  Every  year,  the  Sheffield  Associa- 
tion, publisher  of  the  Times,  must  raise 
$20,000  to  pay  for  postage,  printing  and 
other  costs  for  the  community  newsletter. 
The  Sheffield  Association,  an  organi- 
zation dedicated  to  fostering  communica- 
tion among  the  people,  businesses,  and 
organizations  of  Sheffield  and  Ashley 
Falls,  produces  six  regular  issues  of  the 
Sheffield  Times  every  year.  In  addition,  it 
publishes  a  special  issue  in  April  before 
Sheffield's  Annual  Town  Meeting  and 


town  election,  to  make  it  easy  for  town 
voters  to  know  what's  on  the  town  war- 
rant and  who's  running  for  office.  Special 
issues  are  mailed  to  everyone  in  town. 

The  Sheffield  Association  is  also  is  the 
founding  sponsor  and  organizer  of  the 
Sheffield  in  Celebration,  the  annual  old- 
time  town  fair  in  September  that's  now 
an  official  Massachusetts  agricultural  fair. 

Contributions  to  the  Sheffield  Asso- 
ciation are  tax  deductible  for  federal 
income  tax  purposes.  Donors,  if  they 
choose,  can  receive  the  Sheffield  Times 
by  mail  for  one  year.  See  the  coupon  on 
page  27. 


Thank  You,  Supporters! 

Your  generous  response  helps  us  keep  Sheffield  informed! 


John  &  Emily  Alexander 
Betty  &  Fred  Bangs 
Trumbull  Barrett 
lona  &  Bob  Brigham 
Marcia  Brolli 
Grace  Brown 
Sharon  Casdin 
Peter  Cherneff  & 

Hester  Velmans 
Bill  &  Jacqueline  Connell 
Sally  Chamberlin  Cook 
Dwight  &  Nancy  Dellert 
Barry  &  Suzan  Friedberg 
Barbara  Friedman  & 

Robert  Dow 
Elaine  Friedman 


Natalie  &  Maree  Funk 

Mike  Giulian 

Awilda  Guerrero-Buchholz 

&  Bernard  Buchholz 
Monte  &Tema  Harnik 
Liz  Hobby  &  Kevin  Rueger 
Joe  &  Sue  Hurlburt 
Art  &  Anne  Hyatt 
Barry  &  Samahria  Kaufman 
Joe  &  Chris  Kelley 
Allison  Lassoe 
Susanna  &Tom  Leigh 
Dorothy  Marosy 
Dawn  Massini 
Wesley  McCain  & 

Noreene  Storrie 


Nancy  McGirr 
Tom  Orlando 
Painted  Porch  Antiques 
Correll  &  Fran  Pezzee 
Joan  &  Ken  Powers 
Jessica  Roseman 
Don  Freedman  & 

Susan  Rothschild 
Peter  &  Ellen  Rowntree 
Sheffield  Pottery 
Diane  &  Dave  Smith 
JeffWaingrow 
Stacey  &  Jeffrey  Weber 
Beatrice  Zamperini 


If  we  missed  thanking  you  here,  we'll  catch  you  in  the  next  issue. 
If  you  haven  t  contributed  lately,  do  it  now!  See  page  27. 
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TASK  FORCE  SEEKS  TO  FURTHER  IMPROVE  ACCESS  TO  HOUS ATONIC 


The  Housatonic  River  gives  Sheffield  a 
unique  resource — 18  miles  of  flat  water 
that  meanders  through  fields  and  flood 
plains.  It's  a  wilderness  that's  approach- 
able for  a  few  hours  of  solitude,  nature 
and  probably  mosquitoes. 

There  are  six  access  points  for  canoes 
and  kayaks  along  Sheffield's  part  of  the 
river,  some  more  easily  reached  than 
others.  The  town's  recently  formed  River 
Parks  Task  Force  is  looking  to  make 
access  even  easier. 

North  to  south,  the  river  can  be 
reached  in  Sheffield  at: 

+  Rob's  Landing,  which  is  at  the  north- 
ern end  of  Boardman  St.  Rob  Robins 
donated  30  acres  along  the  river  to  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust  in  1994.  The  land  is 
maintained  by  Sheffield  Land  Trust. 

♦  Under  the  bridge  at  Kellogg  Rd. 

Above:  The  Housatonic  River  from  the 
new  Covered  Bridge  Park 


Long  thought  to  be  the  property  of  the 
National  Park  Service  (the  Appalachian 
Trail  runs  nearby),  this  access  point  is  on 
land  owned  by  the  town.  Access  currently 
depends  on  the  water  level. 

+  Sheffield's  new  Covered  Bridge  Park. 
Bill  Connell  led  the  effort  that  resulted 
in  Jeane  and  Sydney  Weinstein  donating 
land  next  to  the  Covered  Bridge.  The 
access  was  improved  in  2010  with  a  grant 
paid  for  by  the  Natural  Resources  Dam- 
ages Fund,  part  of  GE's  settlement  for 
polluting  the  river. 

♦  Under  the  Maple  Ave.  bridge.  On 
town-owned  land,  this  spot  has  good  access 
by  way  of  the  riprap  under  the  bridge.  A 
trail  will  be  cleared  for  easier  access. 

♦  At  the  7  A  bridge.  Informal  access  on 
the  northeast  side,  on  private  property. 

♦  Under  the  Rannapo  Rd.  bridge  by 
Bartholomew's  Cobble,  with  a  well- 
worn  trail  maintained  by  The  Trustees 
of  Reservations. 


The  River  ParksTask  Force  has  been 
charged  with  determining  how  best  to 
manage,  promote  and  improve  these 
sites.  It  will  also  look  at  ways  to  inte- 
grate these  access  points  with  river  usage 
north  and  south.  Tast  force  members  so 
far  include  Bill  Connell,  Dana  Cum- 
mings,  Sari  Hoy  and  Dennis  Regan. 
Rene  Woods  sits  in  as  liaison  to  the 
Board  of  Selectmen. 

Anyone  interested  in  joining  the  task 
force  can  contact  Rhonda  LaBombard, 
the  Town  Administrator. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  see  the  river 
is  with  a  guided  trip.  Rene  Wendell, 
conservation  ranger  at  the  Cobble,  leads 
trips  every  summer.  The  Housatonic 
Valley  Association  (www.hvatoday.org) 
also  leads  trips.  In  2011,  HVA  updated 
its  "Paddling  Guide  to  the  Housatonic 
River  in  Berkshire  County,"  which  is 
available  at  Town  Hall. 

— Andrea  Scott 


TWIN  RIVERS  FARM  RETURNS  TO  SELLING  RAW  MILK 


A  false  positive  blood  test  for  a  rare  bacte- 
rial infection  caused  state  health  officials  to 
close  down  raw  milk  sales  at  Twin  Rivers 
Farm  on  Rannapo  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls  for  a 
week  in  January. 

Farm  owner  Robert  Kilmer  fell  ill  with 
a  still-undiagnosed  illness  that  was  initially 
misdiagnosed  as  brucellosis,  a  bacterial 
disease  that  is  rare  in  New  England. 
(Indeed,  the  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture  des- 
ignates the  region  as  "brucellosis  free.") 

The  bacteria  can  be  transmitted 
between  animals  and  humans.  The  strain 
of  greatest  concern,  Brucella  abortus,  is 
devastating  to  dairy  cattle,  and  can  be 
transmitted  through  unpasteurized  dairy 
products.  There  has  not  been  a  confirmed 
case  of  Brucella  abotta  in  New  England 
for  more  than  20  years. 


Kilmer  and  his  wife,  Martha,  and 
two  of  their  sons  milk  more  than  100 
cows  a  day  on  their  200-acre  farm,  with 
a  total  herd  of  275  Holsteins,  Guernseys 
and  Jerseys.  Most  of  Twin  Rivers  Farm's 
milk — some  800  gallons  a  day — is  sold 
to  a  dairy  cooperative,  which  pasteurizes 
it.  That  kills  any  bacteria.  At  the  farm,  the 
Kilmers  sell  about  20  gallons  of  raw  milk 
each  week  direcdy  to  the  public. 

After  the  first  test  was  reported  to  the 
Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Public  Health,  it 
halted  sales  of  the  farm's  raw  milk  and  sent 
a  consumer  alert  to  media  outlets  on  Jan. 
20.  The  alert  did  not  indicate  that  the  test 
result  was  unconfirmed.  Nor  did  it  say  it 
was  the  farmer  who  had  become  ill.  Some 
news  oudets  mistakenly  printeded  that  it 
was  a  customer  who  had  become  ill. 


Meanwhile,  the  Massachusetts  Dept. 
of  Agriculture  sent  milk  samples  to  labs  in 
three  states — Massachusetts,  Connecticut 
and  New  York.  Blood  tests  of  the  cows 
went  to  a  lab  in  Kentucky.  All  tested  nega- 
tive for  brucella.  On  Jan.  26,  further  blood 
tests  of  Robert  done  by  the  Center  for 
Disease  Control  in  Atlanta  showed  none 
of  the  bacteria. 

Overall,  said  Martha,  the  state  Dept.  of 
Agriculture  was  very  helpful  in  the  whole 
situation. 

Twin  Rivers  Farm  began  selling  raw 
milk  because  of  demand  by  people  in  the 
neighborhood.  Sales  have  now  returned  to 
what  they  were  before  the  closure. 

Robert's  ailment  was  still  not  diag- 
nosed at  the  end  of  February,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  the  hospital  for  further  tests. 


Community  News 


TOMICH  LANDSCAPE  DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION:  A  FAMILY  AFFAIR 

Tomich  Landscape  Design  is  indeed 
a  family  business.  Members  of  three 
generations  of  the  Tomich  family 
have  worked  at  landscaping  from 
Florida  to  New  Hampshire  to  here  in 
the  Berkshires. 

Matt  Tomich  (now  retired  and  living 
in  Florida)  started  it  all.  Growing  up 
on  Long  Island,  the  son  of  a  Swiss- 
German  mother  and  a  Yugoslav  father, 
Matt  began,  he  remembers,  "as  a  little 
kid  able  to  draw."  His  elementary-school 
art  teacher  recognized  his  talent  and 
suggested  he  go  to  the  High  School  of 
Industrial  Art,  in  New  York  City.  He 
did,  although  the  trip  took  him  almost 
two  hours  each  way.  He  majored  in  book 
illustration,  and  his  voice  still  warms 
at  the  memory  of  learning  about  such 
elements  of  art  as  color  and  perspec- 
tive. During  high  school,  Matt  worked 
weekends  and  summers  for  a  Long 
Island  landscape  architect:  "He  did 
original  and  outstanding  work.  I  became 
very  enthused."  As  a  result,  Matt  got  his 
degree  in  landscape  design  at  New  York 
State  University  in  Farmingdale,  Long 
Island.  Love  of  art  and  love  of  the  natu- 
ral world  were  a  powerful  combination. 

Following  graduation,  Matt  enlisted 
for  three  years  in  the  Marine  Corps.  At 
this  time,  he  met  Garnella  Grayson  from 
Kentucky.  She  and  a  friend  had  moved 
to  Richmond,  VA,  in  1955.  Attending 
an  event  at  the  naval  base  there,  she  was 
struck  by  "a  tall,  very  handsome  man." 
Matt  asked  her  name,  and  when  she  told 
him  it  was  Garnella,  he  wondered  if  she 


had  another  name  (because  he  would 
never  remember  that  one).  "Yes,"  she  told 
him,  "my  middle  name  is  Jean."  Matt  and 
Jean  soon  were  married;  they  celebrated 
their  50th  anniversary  several  years 
ago,  surrounded  by  five  children  and  14 
grandchildren. 

After  Matt  left  the  marines,  his 
college  friend  Donald  Ward  called  with 
a  proposition.  Donald  had  started  a 
wholesale  nursery  in  Hillsdale,  NY, 
and  invited  Matt  to  go  into  business 
with  him.  Matt  accepted,  and  in  1957, 
they  bought  Warren  Dolby's  nursery  on 
South  Main  Street  in  Great  Barrington, 
the  site  today  of  Ward's  Nursery.  Don- 
ald was  in  charge  of  retail  and  Matt  of 
landscape.  Matt  and  Donald  developed 
an  outstanding  Christmas  business, 
which  continues  to  this  day.  (Donald  is 
father  of  Greg  and  Michael,  the  current 
owners  of  Ward's  Nursery;  Donald  and 
another  son,  Donald  III,  own  another 
nursery-related  business.) 

In  1974  Matt  left  Ward's  to  go  out 
on  his  own.  He  established  Matthew 
Tomich  Landscaping,  working  out  of 
a  rented  place  in  Alford.  Matt  was  one 
of  few  registered  landscape  architects 
in  the  tri-state  area.  Jean  was  office 
manager — the  office  was  in  their  house. 
Matt  and  Jean  are  particularly  proud 
of  the  garlands  of  balsam,  laurel,  and 
white  lights  he  and  his  men  made  for 
many  Christmases  to  decorate  the 
lampposts  along  Main  St.  in  Great 
Barrington.  Mostly,  he  created  and 
implemented  designs  for  private  homes 


and  businesses  in  the  area. 

Soon  after  establishing  the  business, 
Matt  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  50  most 
outstanding  landscape  architects  in  the 
country  for  the  design  of  a  General  Elec- 
tric courtyard  in  Pittsfield.  All  the  family 
proudly  remembers  Matt's  invitation 
to  the  White  House,  and  Pat  Nixon's 
presentation  of  his  award. 

In  1981  Matt  sold  the  business  and 
relocated  with  his  family  to  Florida.  He 
reasoned  that  the  year-round  possibility 
of  landscaping  there  (as  opposed  to  the 
seasonal  burst  in  the  Berkshires)  would 
be  easier  on  his  sons,  who  had  worked 
for  the  company  since  they  were  teenag- 
ers. He  established  Tomich  Landscape 
Design  and  Construction  near  Venice, 
FL,  and  his  grown  sons  Christopher, 
Mark,  and  Peter  worked  with  him.  They 
brought  Matt's  style  to  the  state,  which 
included  using  large  rocks  in  the  land- 
scape; many  local  designers  copied  it. 

After  a  time,  Mark  moved  back  to 
the  Berkshires  and  operated  the  land- 
scape division  at  Ward's  Nursery.  A  call 
from  him  in  1988  brought  Matt  and 
Jean  back  to  the  Berkshires.  "It  was  like 
we  never  left,"  Matt  recalls. "It  worked 
out  really  well." 

Renting  another  property  in  Alford, 
they  began  looking  for  a  place  of  their 
own  and  ended  up  on  Bears  Den  Rd., 
in  Sheffield.  Christopher  returned  to 
the  Berkshires  in  1994  and  joined  the 
partnership.  Speaking  of  Christopher 
and  Mark,  Matt  says  proudly:  "They  are 
talented  boys.  They  have  a  great  work 
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ethic  and  do  a  fine  job.  Although  they 
were  the  boss's  sons,  they  never  were 
treated  like  favorites."  Son  Peter  stayed 
in  Florida,  where  he  started  up  Peter 
Tomich  Landscaping. 

Matt's  company  worked  all  over 
the  East  Coast — Connecticut,  Maine, 
Vermont,  the  Cape,  and,  of  course,  the 
Berkshires.  They  had  a  contract  with  Holi- 
day Inn  and  did  the  landscaping  for  all 
the  newly  built  motels.  Matt,  a  charming 
man  who  loves  people,  says  of  the  com- 
pany's extensive  work  at  private  homes: 
"You  really  find  out  about  the  person  and 
his  family  and  their  needs.  Developing 
relationships  is  a  nice  part  of  the  business." 

Today,  Christopher  and  Mark  are 
co-owners  of  Tomich  Landscape  Design 
&  Construction.  For  11  years,  Mary, 
Christopher's  wife,  has  been  the  office 
manager,  having  taken  over  from  Mark's 
wife,  Susie,  who  took  over  from  Jean. 
Mary  makes  the  business  run  smoothly. 
It  includes  four  full-time  workers  year- 
round  (unusual  in  the  landscape  busi- 
ness) and  up  to  19  part-timers  in  the 
summer.  One  of  the  full-time  workers  is 
Tom  Furcht,  husband  of  Matt's  daugh- 
ter, Lesliann. 

Both  Christopher  and  Mark  had 
formal  education  in  landscaping,  but 
Christopher  says  (and  Mark  agrees) 
that  "most  of  what  we  learned  was  from 
Dad — his  eye,  his  artistry,  his  talent.  We 
have  that  in  us.  He's  a  good  dad.  He's 
been  known  in  the  community  forever." 

Design  and  building  are  the  primary 
focus  and  strong  suit  of  the  business. 


HELP  WITH  THE  SHEFFIELD  FAIR! 

Plans  are  underway  once  again  for  Sheffield's  very 
own  town  fair. The  Fair,  part  of  the  1 2th  annual  Shef- 
field in  Celebration,  will  take  place  at  the  Town  Park 
on  Sat.,  Sept.  8,  from  noon  to  5pm. 

We  want  to  grow  the  fair — the  booths,  food, 
activities,  music,  animal  and  other  agricultural 
displays — and  are  looking  for  people  interested  in 
helping  us  do  that.  Have  a  new  idea  or  addition  to 
the  fair?  Interested  in  doing  publicity  or  helping  with 
the  organizing?  Do  you  have  experience  with  animal 
showmanship  and  fitting  competitions  and  judging? 
Want  to  help  set  up  booths  or  directing  parking  on 
the  day?  Let  us  know. We  also  welcome  inquiries 
from  vendors. 

A  planning  meeting  will  take  place  later  this 
spring.  If  you'd  like  to  help,  call  Kathy  Orlando  at 
229-8789,  email  sheffieldfair@gmail.com  or  write  the 
Sheffield  Fair,  P.O.  Box  1 339,  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257. 


The  Tomiches  frequently 
consult  with  a  project's 
architect,  long  before 
anything  is  built,  to  site 
the  home  on  the  property. 
"Landscaping  isn't  just  about 
putting  a  pretty  bush  in  the 
ground,"  says  Mark. 

Tomich  Landscape 
Design  &  Construction 
has  developed  a  network  of 
local  excavation  companies, 
architects,  engineers,  pool 
and  lumber  companies,  and 
many  others.  The  firm  con- 
tinues to  have  a  good  relationship  with 
Ward's  Nursery,  buying  from  Ward's 
wholesale  and  retail  business. 

Love  of  landscaping  has  continued  into 
the  third  generation.  Mark's  four  daughters    keeping  Mt.  Everett  School  looking 
have  toiled  summers  on  the  maintenance        its  best.  They  have  donated  design 
crew.  Daughter  Claire,  Mark  says,  hates  and  implementation  of  landscaping 

weeding.  Matt  laughed,  remembering  how     in  front  of  the  library  and  the  town 
he  hated  weeding  as  a  kid:  "At  one  time,  parking  lot.  "We  don't  do  it  for  acco- 


five  years  (now  he  is  an  alternate  mem- 
ber). Christopher  and  Mary  are  involved 
with  the  Sheffield  Business  Association. 
Both  brothers  are  committed  to 


that  was  true  of  all  of  us." 

Christopher's  daughter  Jennifer 
is  a  licensed  landscape  architect  who 
works  with  her  husband  in  New 
Hampshire;  Christopher's  son,  Adam, 
has  joined  them. 

Christopher  and  Mark  are  active  in 
Sheffield  outside  of  work,  too.  "Sheffield 
is  a  great,  great  community,"  says  Chris- 
topher. Both  he  and  Mark  have  coached 
youth  sports  for  many  years,  as  has 
Peter.  Mark  served  on  Sheffield's  Con- 
servation Commission,  and  Christopher 
was  a  member  of  the  Planning  Board  for 


lades,"  says  Christopher.  Mark  agrees: 
"Community  involvement  is  what  we 
are  most  proud  of." 

Matt,  now  retired,  says  of  his  sons, 
"It's  fine  to  see  them  carry  on."  He  notes 
that  they  can  now  do  much  more  chal- 
lenging work  with  machinery  that  didn't 
exist  when  he  was  starting  out. 

What  is  it  like  to  work  with  family? 
"It  can  be  challenging,"  says  Mark.  "Of 
course  there  are  differences  of  opinion. 
Communication  is  essential.  Decisions 
need  to  be  made  together.  Then  it 
works."  — Gilian  Shallcross 
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Community  News 


THE  BERKSHIRES'  APPLE  BLOSSOM  POETS 


Those  of  us  who  live  in  the  Berkshires  know  that  it's  fertile 
ground  for  literary  talent.  This  was  particularly  true  of  the 
19th  century,  when  Hawthorne,  Melville  and  Wharton  were 
producing  their  masterpieces.  Lesser  known,  but  much  more 
local,  were  two  remarkable  young  sisters,  Elaine  and  Dora 
Goodale,  known  as  the  Apple  Blossom  poets,  whose  childhood 
poetry  created  a  sensation  when  published  in  1879.  They  lived 
at  Sky  Farm  in  Mount  Washington  and  had  Sheffield  connec- 
tions through  their  grandfather, 
Chester  Goodale,  Jr. 

Chester  Goodale  acquired 
a  modest  fortune  in  leather  and 
hides  and  eventually  operated 
a  string  of  five  marble  quarries 
in  Sheffield  and  Egremont.  His 
second  son  was  Henry  Sterling 
Goodale,  a  poet  and  potato 
farmer  who  settled  into  potato 
farming  at  Sky  Farm,  a  614-acre 
farm  halfway  up  the  mountain 
in  Mount  Washington.  In  1862, 
he  met  and  married  Dora  Hill 
Read,  an  educated  woman  with 
aristocratic  connections  who  was 
also  a  writer  and  poet. 

Their  first  two  children  were 
Elaine,  named  for  the  Tennyson  heroine,  born  in  1864,  and 
Dora,  born  in  1866.  Their  well-read  mother  home-schooled  her 
girls — Elaine  read  before  she  was  three — and  from  an  early  age 
they  were  writing.  When  they  were  7  and  4  respectively,  they 
produced  a  magazine  called  "The  Child's  Monthly  Gem,"  which 
they  printed  by  hand  and  read  to  the  family  once  a  month.  This 
turned  into  "Sky  Farm  Life"  and  continued  until  Elaine  was  18. 
As  the  girls  grew  older,  their  father  began  copying  out  some 
of  their  best  verses,  some  of  which  came  into  the  hands  of 
Mary  Maples  Dodge,  publisher  of  the  magazine  St.  Nicholas, 
She  published  six  of  their  poems  in  1877,  including  "Ashes  of 
Roses,"  later  set  to  music 

The  poems  were  then  included  in  Apple  Blossom:  Verses  of 


Elaine  Goodale 
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Two  Children,  256  pages  of  rhymes,  which  appeared  in  1879. 
Their  mother's  introduction  said/These  verses  are,  above  all 
else,  fresh  and  spontaneous,  the  almost  unconscious  outflow  of 
two  simple,  wholesome  lives,  in  their  earliest  youth.... Yet  they 
are  but  apple-blossoms,  the  delicate  garlands  with  which  New 
England  orchards  wake  in  loveliness."  Focusing  on  the  beautiful 
landscape  of  the  Berkshires,  the  poetry  perfectly  captures  the 
seasons  of  the  year,  as  seen  in  the  following  stanza  by  Elaine: 

"The  First  Flowers" 
When  our  eyes  are  weary,  weary 
Of  the  brown  and  barren  fields, 
When  we  yearn  with  tender  longing 
For  the  bloom  that  summer  yields, 
O  what  new  and  sudden  rapture 
Makes  our  languid  pulses  start, 
As  we  find  the  first  spring  flowers, 
Dearest  to  the  hungry  heart! 

The  volume  was  a  sensation.  The  first  edition  rapidly  sold 
out  and  eventually  10,000  copies  were  printed  and  sold  by 
Putnam's.  Elaine  was  13  and  Dora  11.  The  girls,  isolated  on  Sky 
Farm,  were  compared  to  the  Brontes,  similarly  isolated  in  rural 
Yorkshire,  and  to  the  celebrated  Louisa  May  Alcott. 

The  latter  comparison  rings  particularly  true  when  it  comes 
to  the  Goodale  family.  Father  Henry,  whom  Elaine  called  "a 
book  farmer,"  had  many  of  the  characteristics  of  the  slightly 
feckless  and  impractical  Bronson  Alcott,  transcendentalist 
father  of  Louisa  May,  but  he  was  enormously  proud  of  his  girls, 
creating  a  scrapbook  of  their  reviews  and  also  handling  mail 
orders  for  the  volumes  of  poetry.  In  1879,  In  Berkshire  with 
Wild  Flowers  was  published.  It  contained  drawings  of  wild 
flowers,  treated  in  the  poems  in  seasonal  order.  These  poems 
also  appeared  in  All  Around  the  Year:  Verses  from  Sky  Farm 
with  74  new  poems.  Elaine  was  now  17,  Dora  15.  Two  years 
later,  Elaine  published  Journal  of  a  Farmer's  Daughter. 

Father  Henry,  meanwhile,  continued  to  write  and  farm, 
becoming  agricultural  editor  for  The  Berkshire  Courier.  He  had 
joined  the  Housatonic  Agricultural  Society  in  1863  and  would 
have  known  Dr.  John  Leland  Miller,  after  whom  Miller  Ave.  in 
Sheffield  is  named,  who  later  became  the  Society's  president.  The 
Society's  meetings  were  held  at  Dr.  Miller's  home  on  Miller  Ave. 

The  marriage  of  Henry  and  Dora  Goodale  was  not  entirely 
idyllic,  however,  and  eventually  the  Sky  Farm  home  was  broken 
up  when  Henry  left  in  1882  for  New  York.  The  remarkable 
sisters  continued  their  energetic  lives,  with  Elaine  carving  out 
a  teaching  career  and  working  with  the  Sioux  Indians  in  the 
Dakotas.  Her  meeting  with  Sitting  Bull  and  involvement  in  the 
aftermath  of  Wounded  Knee  was  chronicled  in  her  work  Sister 
to  the  Sioux. 

These  two  fascinating  local  sisters  will  be  the  subject  of 
a  talk  to  be  given  at  the  Historical  Society  meeting  on  Fri., 
April  13,  at  Dewey  Hall,  at  7:30pm. 

— Dr.  Gillian  R.  Hettinger 


DANCING  AT  DEWEY  HALL 

If  you've  passed  by  Sheffield's  Dewey  Hall  on  a  recent 
Thursday  afternoon,  you  may  have  noticed  a  younger- 
than-usual  demographic  passing  through  its  doors. 
Deborah  Harris  is  offering  weekly  dance  classes  there 
for  girls  between  the  ages  of  4  and  10 — Duncan  dance, 
based  on  the  style  and  technique  of  Isadora  Duncan. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  20     century,  Duncan 
pioneered  a  free  and  natural  approach  to  movement, 
giving  birth  to  what  we  now  know  as  Modern  Dance. 
Encouraging  expansive,  imaginative  and  uninhibited 
movement,  it  is  a  style  particularly  well  suited  to  the  young 
student.  Barefoot  and  wearing  free  flowing  silk  tunics, 
the  students  dance  to  classical  music.  The  beautiful  open 
space  of  Dewey  Hall  is  perfect  for  Duncan  dancing,  as  is 
the  absence  of  mirrors,  another  unusual  requirement  of 
Duncan  dance. 

The  classes  are  offered  throughout  the  school  year. 
Students  can  join  at  any  time.  The  season  culminates  in  a 
presentation  in  mid-May,  in  which  the  students  perform 
dances  from  the  Duncan  repertoire.  This  event  is  open  to 
the  community. 

Deborah  also  teaches  Sunday  afternoon  adult  classes  in  the 
Duncan  technique,  held  at  Berkshire  School.  A  musician  and 


piano  teacher,  she  received 
her  training  in  Duncan 
dance  in  New  York  City. 
She  is  also  a  certified 
Dalcroze  Eurhythmies 
teacher,  a  method  of 
teaching  music  through 
movement  exercises. 

Anyone  interested  in 
finding  out  more  about 
the  dance  classes — or  piano 
lessons — can  call  Deborah 
Harris  at  528-9027  or  email 
musicmoves@hotmail.com. 


Duncan  dancers  learning  to 

move  to  classical  music  in 

the  great  space  of 

Sheffield's  Dewey  Hall. 
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A  LOVE  AFFAIR  WITH  BLUEBIRDS 


The  Harwood's  love  affair  with  bluebirds 
began  in  November  1971,  when  Michelle 
and  her  young  daughter,  Kim,  attended 
a  fund-raiser  at  a  school  in  Great  Bar- 
rington,  where  they  were  then  living. 
Stimulated  by  visions  of  a  colorful  blue 
bird,  Michelle  purchased  a  bluebird 
house  kit.  One  quiet  Sunday  in  late  Janu- 
ary, when  the  snow  lay  deep,  she  and  Kim 
remembered  the  kit. 

With  excitement,  they  came  with 
the  instructions  in  hand  to  ask  Fred 
Harwood,  Michelle's  husband,  to  put  up 
the  birdhouse.  Apparently  the  instruc- 
tions said  that  the  bluebirds  would 
choose  their  nesting  spot  in  February. 
Fred  chuckled,  smugly  certain  that  no 
self-respecting  bluebird,  a  thrush  like 
the  robin,  would  hazard  deep  snow  and 
bone-chilling  cold  just  to  adopt  a  thin 
little  plywood  box  tacked  to  a  post  jutting 
out  of  a  three-foot-deep  snowdrift.  So  he 
did  nothing. 


Before  the  week  was  out,  Michelle 
and  Kim  had  taken  matters  into  their 
own  hands.  Michelle  assembled  the 
house,  found  a  spindly  bit  of  a  stick, 
blistered  a  finger  nailing  the  house  to  the 
stick  and  jammed  the  stick  through  the 
crust  of  the  snow  50  feet  from  the  house 
on  the  edge  of  the  hill  overlooking  Long 
Pond.  Following  the  instructions,  she 
took  care  to  orient  the  opening  to  the 
south  and  to  mount  the  house  about  five 
feet  above  the  ground.  Through  the  liv- 
ing room  window  Kim  and  Fred  peered 
out  at  the  desolate  little  box  amid  the 
drifts.  As  Fred  began  to  predict  disaster, 
he  noticed  Kim's  expectant  look,  and  bit 
his  tongue. 

After  the  first  week  of  February,  Fred 
was  by  the  living  room  windows  contem- 
plating winter's  progress.  As  he  peered 
over  the  top  of  his  steaming  mug  of  tea  to 
the  cold,  gray  hills  of  Monument  Moun- 
tain, something  brilliantly  blue  flashed 


past  and  landed  on  the  bluebird  house.  He 
shouted  and  everyone  came  running.  As 
they  gaped,  a  less-brilliant  female  swooped 
in  to  land  beside  her  mate.  Michelle  gave 
Fred  a  "so  there,  smarty"  look.  Kim  clapped 
her  hands  and  laughed. 

Chastised,  Fred  found  a  proper  post 
and  chiseled  a  hole  in  the  frozen  ground. 
No  sooner  had  he  remounted  the  bird- 
house  than  the  pair  of  bluebirds  returned, 
positively  bouncy,  poking  into  and  about 
the  house.  After  a  prolonged  discussion 
in  quiet  whistling  voices  and  wing  signals, 
they  claimed  it. 

That  year,  the  pair  of  bluebirds  raised 
three  broods  of  five,  four  and  four  young 
bluebirds.  By  October,  15  very  active 
bluebirds  claimed  the  Harwood's  yard. 
In  the  morning  they  would  gather  on  a 
nearby  large  rock,  bathe  in  its  dew  pools 
and  plan  their  day.  In  the  evening  they 
would  swoop  down  in  small  groups,  land- 
ing on  the  birdhouse  or  clinging  sideways 
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Bluebirds  all  winter!  These  were  at  the 
Harwoods'  in  Sheffield  in  Februrary. 


—         - 


on  the  post.  At  times,  the  gregarious 
birds  chased  each  other  about  the  lawn 
and  trees  behind  the  house. 

Every  year  since,  the  Harwoods  have 
had  bluebirds.  Michelle  has  hosted  as 
many  as  25  birds  in  a  year  with  the  help 
of  another  house  on  the  other  side  of 
the  hill  (breeding  pairs  don't  like  to  be 
too  close  to  each  other).  Occasionally,  an 
entire  summer's  efforts  would  be  lost  to 
hazards  such  as  blow-fly  larvae,  raccoons, 
starlings,  tree  swallows,  wrens,  English 
sparrows  or  mysterious  disappearances 
of  one  or  more  parents.  The  Harwoods 
think  such  disappearances  cause  heart- 
break— if  either  parent  fails,  the  other 
loses  interest.  The  most  disappointing 
thing  has  been  to  open  the  box  and  find 
all  the  eggs  pipped  or  the  just-hatched 
young  dead,  cold  and  sprawled  about  the 
disturbed  nest.  Still,  despite  many  natural 
hazards,  bluebirds  thrived  on  the  Har- 
woods' knoll. 

The  Harwoods  have  had  bluebirds 
in  every  month  of  the  year,  but  not  every 
month  of  every  year.  The  birds  have 


always  returned  in  February,  coming  and 
going  on  good  and  bad  days.  After  a  short 
honeymoon,  in  April  the  female  builds 
her  first  nest  in  two  days. 

In  1972,  Michelle  reported  her 
success  to  the  Pleasant  Valley  Sanctu- 
ary in  Lenox.  They  were  very  interested 
and  began  a  "bluebird  trail"  map  with 
pins  stuck  in  wherever  bluebirds  were 
reported.  For  a  few  years,  Michelle's  little 
bluebird  house  between  Alford  and  Great 
Barrington  showed  up  on  that  map  as  a 
wellspring  of  pins.  The  Audubon  group 
designated  her  house  "1  A"  on  the  map 
and  put  a  corresponding  label  on  the 
box.  By  the  late  1970s,  other  areas  were 
reporting  many  nesting  pairs,  and  the 
map  sported  clusters  of  colorful  pins 
throughout  southern  Berkshire  County. 

By  the  1980s  enough  bluebirds 
were  around  that  the  Audubon  Society 
mailed  out  a  bluebird  survey  form  each 
year.  One  year  the  Harwoods  thought 
banding  might  add  to  bluebird  studies, 
and  called  the  sanctuary  to  find  out  how. 
Unfortunately,  after  careful  banding  and 


inspection  of  the  young  birds,  that  night 
something  hungry  discovered  and  killed 
them  all. 

If  a  nest  should  fail  or  after  the  young 
have  flown,  Michelle,  screwdriver  in 
hand,  opens  and  cleans  out  the  house. 
The  empty  box  stimulates  the  parents 
into  another  short  honeymoon,  and  soon, 
the  female  begins  another  nest  with  dry 
grass  from  the  lawn  or  pine  needles  from 
nearby  pines.  Within  a  few  days,  with  the 
bright-blue  male  encouraging  her  with 
his  soft  whistles  and  wing  flutters,  she 
will  set  up  a  new  home. 

Fred  retired  to  Sheffield  in  2006,  after 
41  years  with  the  American  Institute  for 
Economic  Research  in  Great  Barrington. 
In  their  new  home,  they  are  still  attract- 
ing and  watching  bluebirds. 

Every  morning  from  early  February 
through  October,  Michelle  and  Fred  look 
out  their  windows  at  bluebird  houses  and 
are  usually  rewarded  with  their  domestic 
activities  and  flashes  of  blue.  This  year, 
with  the  winter  so  mild,  the  birds  never 
left,  coming  to  Michelle's  morning  feed- 
ings of  meal  worms. 

This  summer  mornings,  hopefully,  the 
sound  of  their  soft  whistles  will  come  in 
the  open  bedroom  window  and  sing  the 
praises  of  another  fabulous  bluebird  day. 

— Fred  Harwood 


Michelle  is  Berkshire  County  Bluebird 
Project  Coordinator.  She  can  be  reached 
at  P.O.  Box  1 358,  Sheffield,  MA,  0 1 257  or 
mlharwood  1 1  (5)verizon.net. 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


BWft] 

1701  Hewlns  Street 
Ashley  Fails,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-3557 


USDOT-1072427 
MC-449676 


E-Mail:  jcollingwoo@hotmail.coni 


Quality  Roll-Off 
Residential  &  Commercial  Waste  Disposal  Service 
James  X  Collingwood  Jr.  Theresa  AL  Collingwood 


773  Clayton,  Rd. 
Ashley  Falls,  MA.  01222 


Res:  413-229-3186 

Cell:  413-329-4050 

Office:  413-229-2822 


Community  News 
ASPHALT  PLANT  UPDATE 


Last  August,  the  Massachusetts  Dept. 
of  Environmental  Protection  denied 
Century  Acquisitions'  application  for  a 
permit  to  operate  an  asphalt  plant  at  its 
property  on  Clayton  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls 
near  the  Connecticut  border.  At  the  same 
time,  the  DEP  issued  what's  called  a  Final 
Permit  for  the  company's  existing  rock 
crushing  and  concrete  batch  operations. 

The  Final  Permit  required  Century 
to  implement  control  measures  aimed 
at  eliminating  noise  and  "fugitive"  dust 
problems  in  the  neighborhood.  Century 
was  required  to  conduct  additional 
noise  testing,  reduce  certain  produc- 
tion volumes,  limit  sand-pile  heights, 
monitor  the  piles  to  detect  the  source 
of  fugitive  dust  episodes  and  maintain 
a  berm.  The  company  has  been  work- 
ing on  the  berm,  but  is  opposing  the 
production  restrictions,  pile  heights 
and  monitoring. 

Century  and  the  No  Asphalt  Defense 


Fund  (NADF)  have 

both  appealed.  NADF 

is  concerned  that 

Century  has  vastly 

expanded  the  plants 

output,  increasing 

noise  and  "fugitive" 

dust,  which  contains 

dangerous  fine  particles. 

On  windy  days  in  the 

neighborhood  of  the 

plant,  fine  dust  covers  vehicles,  outdoor 

patios  and  furniture,  and  swimming 

pools.  It  even  gets  into  glassed-in  porches. 

Neighbors  note  that  they  can  feel  the 

particles  against  their  faces  when  outside. 

The  No  Asphalt  Defense  Fund  has  been 

sending  photographs  documenting  this 

problem  to  DEP  and  the  Sheffield  Board 

of  Health  on  a  regular  basis. 

While  NADF  would  like  to  find  com- 
mon ground  on  these  issues,  it  is  unclear 
whether  an  agreement  between  Cen- 


iSsSiSfc-.k-*: 


One  of  Century  Acquisition's  sand  piles. 


tury,  DEP,  and  NADF  will  be  reached. 
Litigation  in  the  administrative  appeals 
resumes  on  March  2,  when  NADF  is 
required  to  submit  its  objections. 

NADF  is  now  expanding  its  public 
education  and  involvement  campaign,  to 
help  residents  of  Sheffield,  Ashley  Falls, 
Canaan,  and  Norfolk  understand  the 
issues  related  to  Century.  Interested  par- 
ties may  email  volunteer@stopthehma- 
plant.com  and  visit  the  NADF  website  at 
www.stopthehmaplant.com. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week:  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  Future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours 

May  through  September.  Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of 

common  people  from  the  Revolutionary  generation  onward, 

including  the  intriguing  history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for 

whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  and  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  most 

Mondays  and  Fridays,  from  1:30  to  4pm,  year  round. 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  Town  Green  func- 
tions as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space.  Open 
weekends  April  to  December. 


159  Main  Street  •  PO  Box  747  •  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  •  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 


10 


SCHOOL  CONSOLIDATION,  from  page  1 


gram  that  allows  students  to  "choice"  in  or 
out  of  a  school  district,  with  a  payment 
made  per  student  by  the  state.  Approxi- 
mately 15  percent  of  students  in  the  Dis- 
trict currently  come  from  outside  the  five 
towns  of  the  District  and  slightly  more 
than  that  "choice  out"  to  another  school 
district.  If  the  small  elementary  schools 
were  closed,  it  was  noted  that  many  of 
their  students  would  likely  choose  to 
go  to  Muddy  Brook  Elementary  in  the 
Berkshire  Hills  Regional  School  District 
in  Great  Barrington  or  other  schools. 

In  January  and  February,  the  School 
Committee  held  four  public  hearings  to 
present  information  and  consider  public 
comments.  Discussion  at  the  meetings 
was  often  heated,  involving  not  only 
parents  from  all  towns,  but  residents 
of  the  affected  towns  who  saw  a  central 
part  of  their  town  in  jeopardy. 

Consolidation  of  school  districts  is 
encouraged  by  the  state  as  a  cost-saving 
measure  and  has  become  an  issue  in  other 


communities  in  the  state,  partly  because 
rural  districts  such  as  SBRSD  have 
shown  declining  enrollment  in  recent 
years.  Currently,  about  800  students  are 
enrolled  in  the  District,  some  450  in 
grades  K-6  and  360  in  grades  7-12,  with 
about  100  of  the  elementary  students 
in  the  smaller  schools.  The  capacity  of 
the  campus  in  Sheffield  is  around  1,200, 
said  Bruce  Turner,  the  district's  business 
manager.  Just  over  half  the  students  in 
the  District  come  from  Sheffield. 

New  Marlborough  Central  School 
has  78  students  in  pre-kindergarten 
to  grade  4,  with  six  teachers  and  five 
aides.  The  other  two  towns  provide 
fewer  grades.  There  are  9  students  in 
Monterey  in  kindergarten  and  pre-K, 
with  one  teacher  and  one  aide,  and  18 
in  South  Egremont  in  kindergarten  and 
grade  1,  with  one  full-time  and  one  half- 
time  teacher  and  a  part-time  aide. 

In  addition  to  the  operating  costs  of 
the  smaller  schools,  capital  expenditures 


are  required  to  repair  and  upgrade  all 
facilities.  According  to  the  District,  those 
amount  to  more  than  $1  million  over  the 
next  three  years.  It  was  noted  that  main- 
tenance has  been  deferred  on  the  main 
campus  as  well.  One  of  the  questions 
that  surfaced  in  the  recent  discussions 
was  whether  capital  improvements  are 
the  District's  or  towns'  responsibility.  The 
answer  was  not  known. 

The  discussions  come  after  a  difficult 
budget  year  for  the  District.  It  took 
Sheffield  two  special  town  meetings  to 
approve  a  budget  that  would  pay  for  its 
share  of  the  school  without  a  Proposition 
2J/2  override.  New  Marlborough  had  even 
more  of  a  struggle.  And  a  bond  measure 
for  capital  expenditures  was  voted  down. 

In  addition  to  the  budget  difficulties, 
the  leadership  of  the  District  is  in  flux. 
Singleton  is  scheduled  to  retire  as  super- 
intendent in  2013.  And  all  10  seats  on 
the  School  Committee  are  up  for  election 
in  November. 


MT.  EVERETT  PRESENTS  MUSICAL 


Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School  will 
present  "How  to  Succeed  in  Business 
Without  Really  Trying!"  in  March.  A  sat- 
ire of  big  business  and  all  it  holds  sacred, 
the  musical  follows  the  rise  of  J.  Pierrepont 
Finch  as  he  climbs  the  corporate  ladder 
from  window  washer  to  high-powered 
executive.  The  show,  with  music  and  lyrics 
by  Frank  Loesser,  opened  on  Broadway  in 
1961  and  ran  for  1,417  performances. 

The  cast  and  crew  feature  over  30 
seventh  to  twelfth  graders,  including 
Sheffield's  own  Victoria  Aldam,  Brett 
Goewey,  Jacob  Kerzner,  Max  Lowenstein, 
Caroline  Mack,  Jake  Smerechniak,  Jesse 
Smerechniak,  Cooper  Stone,  Vihn  Ton, 
Kristen  Wolfe  and  Seamus  Wolfe.  Mt. 
Everett  senior,  Gabriella  Makuc,  is  again 
featured  as  rehearsal  and  performance 
pianist.  The  show  is  staged  and  directed 
musically  by  Ralph  Petillo. 

The  show  will  be  performed  at  the 
Thomas  A.  Consolati  Performing  Arts 
Center  Fri.,  March  23,  to  Sun.,  March  25. 
The  Friday  and  Saturday  evening  perfor- 
mances are  at  7:30pm  and  the  Saturday 
and  Sunday  afternoon  matinees  are  at 


2pm.  Tickets  are  $8  ($6  for  students  and 
seniors).  Ticket  sales  and  proceeds  from 
a  silent  auction  will  benefit  the  school 
district's  arts  programming.  Tickets  go  on 
sale  Mon.,  March  19.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  229-8754  ext.  127. 

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION 

Registration  for  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District's  early  kin- 
dergarten and  kindergarten  programs 
will  take  place  onTues.,  March  20,  at 
Undermountain  Elementary  School 
and  New  Marlborough  Central  School 
from  7:30  to  9:30am,  I  lam  to  Ipm 
and  2:30  to  4:30pm.  (Snow  date: 
Thurs.,  March  22.) 

Children  who  turn  five  years  old 
prior  to  Sept.  I  are  eligible  to  attend 
kindergarten  in  the  fall  of  201 2.  Chil- 
dren who  have  a  birthday  between 
Sept.  I  and  Dec.  3 1  are  eligible  to 
attend  early  kindergarten. 

For  more  information  or  to 
request  a  registration  packet,  contact 
Terry  Palfini  at  229-8754  ext.  377. 
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Campo  de'  Fiori 

Uncommon  Home  &  Garden 


shop  andgnrdm  open  daily  10  -5 

1815  N.  Main  St.,  Rte.  7  Sheffield,  MA 
413-528-1857 


II 


Community  News 


BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  TO  HONOR  TEACHERS  MYERS  AND  RUSSELL 

On  May  18,  Berkshire  School  will  kick  off  Reunion  Weekend 
festivities  with  tributes  to  longtime  faculty  members  and  Shef- 
field residents  Twiggs  Myers  and  Hilary  Russell.  The  lobby  of 
Berkshire  Hall,  the  main  academic  building  and  the  center- 
piece of  the  school,  will  be  dedicated  in  Myers's  name,  while  a 
student-built  Adirondack  lean-to  beneath  Black  Rock  will  be 
named  the  Russell  Shelter. 

Twiggs  Myers,  who  built  his  house  on  Berkshire  School 
Rd.  in  1970,  taught  history  at  Berkshire  School  from  1953 
to  1995  and  founded  the  school's  cross-country  program 
in  1966.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Class  of  1957, 
which  will  be  celebrating  its  55th  reunion.  Myers  serves  as  a 
board  member  of  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  and  as  a  member 
of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  Bartholomew's  Cobble 
Committee.  He  is  also  a  volunteer  for  the  Sheffield  Histori- 
cal Society. 

Today  an  English  professor  at  Berkshire  Community 
College,  Hilary  Russell  also  runs  the  Berkshire  Boatbuilding 
School  from  his  home  on  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  which  he  and 
his  wife,  Jenny,  purchased  in  1985.  He  taught  English  and 
coached  lacrosse,  hockey  and  soccer  at  Berkshire  from  1968  to 
1972  and  from  1985  to  2005,  and  was  a  teacher  in  the  school's 
outdoor  program,  which  in  1992  became  the  Ritt  Kellogg 


Twiggs  Myers  and  Hilary  Russell. 

Mountain  Program.  In  2005,  he  and  several  other  faculty  mem- 
bers supervised  the  construction  of  the  student-built  Thoreau 
House,  an  exact  replica  of  the  writer's  house  on  Walden  Pond. 

The  dedication  of  the  Myers  Lobby  takes  place  on  the 
steps  of  Berkshire  Hall  at  11:30am.  The  Russell  Shelter 
dedication  will  be  held  on-site  at  4pm.  The  public  is  invited  to 
both  ceremonies.  — James  Harris 


'M. 


The  future 
Myers 
Lobby  of 
Berkshire 
Hall,  the 
school's 
main 
academic 
building, 
jar  left, 
and  the 
future 
Russell 
Shelter. 


"Condos 

to 
Castles" 

P.O.  Box  924,  Monterey,  MA  01245 

20  Stockbridge  Rd. 

Great  Barrington,  MA  01230 


Office  !413l  528-3440 
Fax  (413)  528-1588 
Cell  1413)  717-0066 


LINDA  HEBERT  Broker 
CBR,  CRB,  CRS,  GRI,  SRES 

E-mail:  hebertrlty@aol.com 
www.HebertRealtY.com 


Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 
NMLSID  108877 


MetLife 


MetLife  Home  Loans 

Serving  Western  Massachusetts 
and  surrounding  regions 
MA 

Direct  (888)  229-9908 
Cell  (413)  329-8399 
Fax  (413)  229-2210 

jkrupski1@metlife.com 


MetLife  Home  Loans  is  a  Division  of  Met!  ife  Bank.  N  A 
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CHAMPION,  from  page  7 


Champion  Seamus  Wolfe 


In  the  state  tourna- 
ment, Seamus  won  his 
first  match  against  a 
favorite.  Next  he  beat  two 
first-place  finishers,  from 
the  North  and  Central  dis- 
tricts. The  final  match  was 
against  Abbas  Tamardze, 
still  undefeated.  A  wolf 
against  a  Wolfe. 

Tamaradze,  quicker  on 
his  feet,  picked  Wolfe  up 
for  a  takedown.  Mid-air, 
Wolfe  turned  the  tables 
and  rolled  Tamaradze 
for  two  points.  Given  the 
choice,  Tamaradze  took 
the  "down  position"  in  the 
second  period,  expecting 
to  get  two  points  by  reversing  their  positions.  Wolfe  dominated 
and  denied  him  the  opportunity.  Wolfe  chose  the  top  position 
in  the  last  period.  He  turned  Tamardze  to  his  back  for  two 
points  but  couldn't  get  the  pin.  With  30  seconds  left,  Tamaradze 
desperately  reversed  Wolfe  for  two  points,  only  to  have  time  run 
out.  Wolfe's  arm  was  raised.  State  Champion,  Division  IIL 

Seamus  Wolfe  also  won  the  self-explanatory  Outstanding 
Wrestler  Award. 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  MUSIC 

Dewey  Hall's  monthly  folk  music  series  presents  local,  regional 
and  national  musicians  on  the  first  Saturday  of  the  month.  It's 
a  rare  opportunity  to  hear  musicians  in  an  intimate,  family- 
friendly,  coffeehouse  setting  with  superb  acoustics. 

On  April  7,  Bruce  Mandel  performs  contemporary  folk, 
Americana,  bluegrass  and  folk  rock,  with  an  acoustic  guitar 
and  an  intimate  and  honest  voice,  www.brucemandel.com. 

On  May  5,  Bobby  Sweet,  popular  singer-songwriter, 
engaging  storyteller  and  dynamic  performer  will  play  his 
brand  of  New  Folk/ 
Americana  music. 
www.bobbysweet.com. 

Shows  start  at 
7:30pm.  Historic  Dewey 
Hall  is  the  stone  building 
next  to  the  Post  Office 
at  91  Main  St  in  Shef- 
field. Light  refreshments 
are  available.  Suggested 
donation  at  the  door  is 
$10  for  members,  $15 
for  nonmembers. 
www.DeweyHall.com. 


STUDENT  MAKES  STATE  CHORUS 

Dr.  Michael  J.  Singleton,  Superintendent  of  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District,  is  proud  to  announce  that 
13-year-old  Mt.  Everett  freshman  Jacob  Kerzner  of  Sheffield 
has  made  All-State  Chorus  in  his  first  year  eligible  to  audition. 

Jacob's  placement  as  the  Second  Tenor  in  the  Western 
District  auditions  earned  him  an  audition  slot  for  the  All-State 
Chorus.  Kerzner  sang'Angelus  ad  Pastores"by  Hans  Leo  Has- 
sler  at  the  All-State  audition,  held  Jan.  21  in  Shrewsbury.  He 
is  attending  the  three-day  All-State  Chorus  Festival  to  be  held 
March  1-3  in  Boston,  which  culminates  in  a  performance  at 
Symphony  Hall  in  Boston. 

"I  am  very  happy  that  Jacob  auditioned,"  says  Chris  Clark, 
director  of  vocal  music  for  the  school  district.  "More  important 
than  his  talent  and  motivation  is  the  hard  work  that  he  puts 
into  music  and  performing  in  general.  It  is  a  big  honor  and  will 
provide  many  memories  for  him." 

Kerzner 's  interest  in  music  extends  beyond  singing.  He  also 
plays  the  piano  and  the  saxophone  in  the  Mt.  Everett  High 
School  Band  and  Jazz  Band,  sings  with  the  Mt.  Everett  Madri- 
gal Singers  and  High  School  Chorus  and  performs  on  stage  in 
Mt.  Everett  musical  productions. 

"I  was  up  against  students  from  across  the  state,"  says 
Kerzner.  "I'm  proud  to  be  representing  Mt.  Everett." 


Bobby  Sweet 


FEELING 
PECKISH? 

LOOK  NO  FURTHER 


THE  HUNGRY  HEN 

Catering  in  the  berkshires 
thehun6ryhen.com     413-229-9997 
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Church  News 


CHRIST  CHURCH:  SHEFFIELD  RESIDENTS  VOLUNTEERING  IN  GHANA 


In  March  four  residents  of  Sheffield  and 
two  from  Great  Barrington  will  travel  to 
Ghana,  West  Africa,  to  volunteer  at  the 
Mampong  Babies'  Home,  a  facility  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Anglican  Diocese  of 
Kumasi,  Ghana,  and  also  supported  in 
part  by  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Spring- 
field, Sheffield's  Christ  Church  Episcopal 
&  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  and  St.  James 
Episcopal  in  Great  Barrington. 

In  a  mountainous  region  lush  with 
flowers,  Mampong  is  a  45-minute  bumpy 
car  ride  north  of  Kumasi,  Ghana's  second- 
largest  city.  Although  Ghana  has  one  of 
the  lowest  rates  of  maternal  mortality  in 
West  Africa,  the  babies  in  the  Mampong 
Babies'  Home  have  all  lost  their  mothers  in 
childbirth — not  to  AIDS,  but  because  of 
lack  of  pre-  or  post-natal  care. 

At  any  given  time,  the  home  takes  care 
of  about  45  children,  ranging  in  age  from 
newborns  to  4  year  olds.  Oftentimes  they 
are  the  youngest  child  in  a  family  of  10 
or  12.  Because  their  fathers  are  poor  and 
most  likely  live  in  huts,  the  babies  live  at  the 
home  until  they  are  old  enough  and  sturdy 
enough  for  their  fathers  to  reclaim  them 
and  integrate  them  back  into  their  families. 

The  Babies'  Home  engages  with  volun- 

NEW  PASTOR  AT 
ASHLEY  FALLS  CHURCH 

On  Nov.  6  the  Ashley  Falls  Methodist 
Church  called  Ken  Phesay  to  be  their  pas- 
tor. Phesay  serves  two  churches  in  south 
Berkshire,  Ashley  Falls  and  Alford.  He 
succeeds  Betty  LeGeyt  in  Ashley  Falls. 

For  40  years,  Phesay  was  a  consultant 
in  the  supermarket  business.  His  work 
with  churches  began  nearly  24  years  ago, 
and  in  that  time  he  has  served  in  four 
churches  and  preached  in  20,  covering 
for  existing  pastors  when  they  had  to  be 
away  from  their  parishes.  He  filled  in  for 
Betty  LeGeyt  in  2005,  so  he  was  well 
known  at  the  Ashley  Falls  church. 

Ken  and  his  wife  of  47  years,  Carol, 
have  three  children  and  eight  grandchil- 
dren. He  lives  in  New  York  State,  near 
Copake  Falls. 

When  someone  from  the  congrega- 
tion asked  him  how  long  he  would  stay, 
he  laughed.  "As  long  as  they  let  me." 


teers  from  all  over  the  world.  Because  of 
the  ages,  it  takes  nearly  a  one-to-one  ratio 
of  adults  to  children  to  take  care  of  them. 
The  Sheffield  team,  headed  up  by  the 
Rev.  Annie  Ryder,  includes  Molly  Curletti 
and  Trudy  and  John- Arthur  Miller. 
Annie  and  Trudy  have  been  to  the  home 
before.  Molly  and  John- Arthur  are  in 
for  a  life -changing  experience.  The  team 
will  stay  in  a  hostel  on  the  babies'  home 
property,  recently  completed  with  the 
help  of  $20,000  raised  by  the  Sheffield 
churches  last  year. 

A  typical  day  is  busy:  up  early  to  help 
feed  the  toddlers,  who  sit  on  tiny  benches 
drinking  porridge  out  of  plastic  mugs. 
The  children  are  dressed  for  the  day  in 
uniforms  made  on  the  premises:  boys  in 
red- checked  shirts  and  green  shorts  and 
girls  in  red-checked  shirts.  Annie  and 
Susan  Frantz  from  St.  James  are  both 
elementary  school  teachers  and  work  on 
projects  with  the  toddlers.  Other  volun- 
teers will  help  feed  infants  their  bottles. 

Some  women  on  staff  do  nothing  all 
day  but  wash  clothes,  diapers  and  sheets. 


Because  electricity  is  capricious,  they 
wash  all  by  hand  in  large  tubs  filled  with 
water  heated  over  outdoor  charcoal  fires. 
The  clothes  dry  in  the  sun  on  clotheslines 
and  bushes.  Water  is  transported  by 
buckets  on  their  heads  and  filled  from  a 
large  water  container. 

Others  prepare  the  meals:  handmade 
formula  for  the  babies,  warm  porridge  for 
the  toddlers  and  for  dinner,  a  spicy  rice 
dish  with  bits  of  vegetables  and  chicken, 
again,  made  over  outdoor  fires. 

After  dinner  the  toddlers  are  bathed 
outside,  the  youngest  going  first  and  the 
eldest  last.  Squirming  wet  children  are 
handed  to  volunteers  to  dry  off  with  tow- 
els and  then  handed  on  to  others  to  be 
dressed.  Then  follows  the  chaos  of  trying 
to  put  45  children  to  bed  at  once! 

The  Mampong  Babies'  Home  is  part 
of  a  large  complex  that  also  includes 
elementary  and  high  schools  and  a  College 
of  Midwifery,  all  overseen  by  the  Anglican 
Diocese  of  Kumasi.  For  more,  see  the 
Mampong  Babies  Home  Facebook  page. 

— Trudy  Weaver  Miller 


ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY  CORNED  BEEF  &  CABBAGE  DINNER 

The  Congregational  Church  of  S.  Egremont  will  hold  its  2nd  annual  St.  Patrick's  Day 
Corned  Beef  and  Cabbage  Dinner  on  March  1 7, 5-7pm  at  the  church  on  Rt.e  23/4 1 
in  S.  Egremont  Adults  $  10,  Kids  5- 1 2  $5,  under  5  are  free.  Everyone  is  welcome. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational),  355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560;  parsonage  (860) 
824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care  provided.  Rev. 
Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  11 56  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  Sunday:  11am  Service.  Ken  Phesay. 
EGREMONT 


First  Congregational  Church  of  South  Egremont,  34  Main  St.  528-2209.  Sunday  Worship:  10am.  Rev. 
Steven  Blackburn  and  Rev.  Susan  Wyman,  Supply  Pastors. 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 


Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist),  North  St.  528-4197.  Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am. 
Services  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated  on  answering  machine 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528-6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Saturday:  10am 
Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Associate  Rabbi  Ari  Rosenberg 

SHEFFIELD 


Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,  180  Main  St.  229-8811  .Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist; 
10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care;  Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7  &  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ),  125  Main  St.  229-8173.  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave.  229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am, 
9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  Bruce  Teague 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N.  Main  St.  528-2911,  www.sheffieldchapel.org.  Sunday: 
10:45am  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Wed.:  Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor  Corey  McLaughlin 
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Library  news 


MAGAZINES  AT  THE  LIBRARY 


Have  you  visited  the  magazine  section  of 
the  library  recently?  The  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  has  a  great  collection.  There  are 
monthly  and  weekly  publications  on 
subjects  from  art,  politics  and  garden- 
ing to  life  style,  cooking  and  sports.  The 
collection  includes  new  titles  like  Teen 
Vogue,  Interweave  Knits,  Bungalow, 
Outdoor  Photographer,  Bicycling,  Skate 


Boarder  and  Snow  Boarder. 

The  library  now  has  a  choice  selec- 
tion of  literary  magazines  and  journals 
as  well.  Poetry  and  Poets  &  Writers 
have  had  space  on  our  library  shelves  for 
some  time.  Now,  you  can  also  find  New 
England  Review,  The  Writer's  Chronicle, 
Granta,  Tin  House,  Writer's  Digest  and 
Kenyon  Review. 


ONGOING  PROGRAMS  AT  THE  LIBRARY 

Sit  &  Knit.  Like  to  knit  or  always  wanted 
to  learn?  Now's  your  chance!  Please  join 
us  for  our  weekly  knitting  group.  It  meets 
every  Wednesday  evening  at  the  Library 

in  Sheffield  from 


6  to  8pm. 

Book  club. 
The  Library's 
book  club  meets 
on  the  first 
Thursday  of 
every  month 
from  1  to 
2:30pm.  The 
April  book,  to 
be  discussed  on 
April  5,  is  Interpreter  of  Maladies  by 
Jumpha  Lahiri.  For  more  information, 
call  Jill  at  229-2761. 

Yoga  at  the  Library,  Lisa  teaches  a 


HOLD  THE 
DATE 

Harry  Conklin 
will  talk  about  his 
experiences  in  Iran 
with  the  Peace 
Corps  on  Fri., 
April  20,  at  7pm. 


basic  yoga  flow  class  on  Tuesdays,  6  to 
7pm,  followed  by  a  breathing/medita- 
tion class  from  7  to  7:30,  Try  one  or  stay 
for  both.  Call  Lisa  weekdays  from  10 
to  5  at  413-298-3579  x25210  for  more 
information. 

Michelle  teaches  similar  classes  on 
Thursdays,  6  to  7:30pm.  Call  413-637- 
0272  with  questions. 

Both  classes  are  appropriate  for 
beginners,  and  all  ages  and  abilities  are 
welcome.  Props  and  a  few  yoga  mats  are 
available,  or  bring  your  own. 

Poetry  read  around.  Come  and  share 
your  enjoyment  of  poetry  at  the  Sheffield 
library  on  Saturday,  March  17  from  3:30 
to  5pm.  Bring  your  own  poems  or  favor- 
ites by  other  poets,  and  join  in  a  circle  to 
read  and  hear  poetry.  Each  meeting  we 
focus  on  a  particular  poet. 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 

Hours:Tues.-Thurs.  1 0-5;  Fri.  10-8; 

Sat.  10-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


MYSTERY  STORY  WORKSHOP 

OnTues.,  March  6, 7  to  9pm,  the  Library 
will  host  "Death  in  Shorts,"  a  workshop 
given  by  Leslie  Wheeler,  Katherine  Fast, 
and  Barbara  Ross,  all  published  authors 
of  mystery  shorts  and  contributing 
editors  at  Level  Best  Books,  publisher  of 
an  annual  anthology  of  crime  stories  by 
New  England  writers. 

The  workshop  will  explore  how 
to  plot,  construct  and  populate  the 
mystery  short  story,  whether  light- 
hearted  to  noir.We  will  examine  the 
differences  between  short  stories  and 
novels  and  look  at  various  types  of 
crime  stories  from  capers  to  horror 
to  flash  fiction.  Participants  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  write  their  own 
opening  lines  and  paragraphs  for  pos- 
sible short  stories. We  will  conclude 
with  a  discussion  of  short  story 
markets  and  contests. 

The  workshop  is  open  to  everyone 
interested  in  the  short  form,  mystery  or 
not  It  is  offered  as  part  of  the  Berk- 
shire Festival  of  Women  Writers,  spon- 
sored by  Bard  College  at  Simon's  Rock. 
Call  229-7004  for  more  information. 


CLEVER  FIX  FOR  A  COMPUTER  PROBLEM  ft/rtf'  PROGRAMS  AT  THE  LIBRARY 


My  mother  came  home  from  the  library  looking  a  little 
sheepish.  She  was  absent-mindedly  kicking  the  mess  of  cords 
under  the  computer  table,  and  she  took  down  the  whole 
computer  system.A  librarian  had  to  come  and  reboot  it. 

The  next  time  I  was  at  the  library,  I  asked  if  the  system 
went  down  a  lot.Almost  every  half-hour,  I  was  told.  If 
your  foot  even  brushed  the  cords,  the  whole  system 
would  crash. 

I  thought,  all  they  need  is  a  simple  wooden  box.  I  mea- 
sured and  built  a  prototype  out  of  cardboard.  But  when  I 
tested  it,  the  box  did  not  work  at  all.  I  showed  my  dad  my 
measurements  and  asked  him  what  to  do. The  box  had  to  be 
a  lot  more  complicated  than  I  thought. We  got  four  42-inch 
boards  and  two  15-inch  ones. We  drilled  two  holes  in  the 
top  of  the  box  and  one  in  the  end  of  the  box.  We  hinged  the 
two  long  sides  and  put  slide-locks  on  them. Then  I  stained 
and  polyurethaned  it 

It's  now  installed  in  the  library. 

— Tor  Stumo,  age  1 3 


Storytime.  South  Berkshire  Kids  would  like  to  invite  you  to 
the  Library  for  Saturday  morning  storytimes,  starting  March 
3  at  10:30am.  Join  us  for  a  Curious  George  story,  craft  and 
snack.  Every  child  will  receive  a  free  Curious  George  book. 
Saturday  Storytime  will  continue  every  Saturday  at  10:30am. 
No  registration  needed. 

Chess  club  for  kids.  Meets  Wednesdays  at  3pm.  Begin- 
ners welcome!  Call  229-7004  with  questions. 

Sing  a  song  playgroup.  CHP  Family  Network  and  the 
Sheffield  library  are  hosting  "Sing  a  Song"  at  the  Library  from 
10  to  11:30am  every  Thursday  for  parents  and  children  ages  2 
and  up.  We  sing  in  a  circle,  sitting,  standing,  and  accompanied 
by  a  live  piano.  The  playgroup  leader  is  Kim  Waterman- 
Spitzer. 

Scrabble?  The  Sheffield  library  would  like  to  start  a  Kid's 
Scrabble  Club  on  Fridays  from  3  to  4pm.  Interested?  If  so, 
please  call  the  library  at  229-7004. 
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Senior  Center  news 


NEW  SENIOR  CENTER  MARKS  FIRST  ANNIVERSARY 


On  March  18  it  will  be  one  year  since 
the  new  Senior  Center  at  25  Cook  Rd. 
opened.  Hurray!  The  regular  monthly 
luncheon  on  March  15  will  celebrate  the 
anniversary  with  a  St.  Patrick's  theme 
and  live  Celtic  music. 

Since  the  move,  participation  and 
programming  have  increased  greatly.  In 
March  and  April  we'll  continue  to  host 
interesting  activities  as  well  as  being  a 
place  just  to  hang  out. 

The  "Share  Your  Travels"  program 
will  continue  in  March,  with  Fred  Har- 
wood  on  "Touring  Europe,"  and  in  April 
with  Carol  Belizzi "Traveling  in  Kenya." 

The  Senior  Life  History  Project 
continues  on  Thursdays  through  April  5 
with  a  graduation  ceremony  and  presen- 
tations on  April  12. 

Join  in  one  of  these  regular  activi- 
ties: game  days,  Wii  bowling,  knitting, 
computer  help,  For  Arts'  Sake,  and  the 
Writers  Forum.  Or  come  to  one  of  our 
three  movies  each  week. 


Or  come  exercise!  "Sit  To  Be  Fit", 
an  added  exercise  class  that  started 
on  Tues.,  Feb.  28,  is  designed  to  help 
build  muscle  tone  and  bone  mass  by 
using  light  weights  and  therapy  bands 
while  seated  in  a  chair.  This  45 -minute 
class  is  led  by  Sandy  French  at 
10:15am.  She  continues  to  teach  the 
popular  traditional  exercise  class  at 
9  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  We've 
added  classes  in  Zumba  and  Qigong, 
filling  the  hall  with  a  rousing  Latin 
beat  for  one  and  tranquil  quiet  energy 
work  for  the  other. 

One  new  program  that's  a  hit  is 
the  men's  breakfast.  At  the  last  one, 
nearly  30  gathering  for  breakfast  and 
sharing  stories.  The  topic  "My  First 
Job"  prompted  the  sharing  of  some 
interesting  and  enlightening  background 
information  by  some  of  our  Sheffield 
gentlemen  (and  I  use  that  term  loosely!). 
From  potato  picking,  to  welding  a  police 
cruiser  door  shut,  to  pin-setting  at  the 


bowling  alley  (and  returning  a  bowling 
ball  airborne) — the  tales  provided  quite 
a  few  laughs. 

Another  men's  breakfast  is  sched- 
uled for  April  18,  at  8am  at  the  Senior 
Center.  Mark  your  calendar,  and  think 
about  your  story  on  "What  I  Love  The 
Most  That's  Not  Human". 

After  giving  a  most  interesting  talk 
in  January  on  astronomy,  our  Berkshire 
School  speaker  Sam  Cabot  will  be 
leading  a  field  trip  to  the  observatory 
there.  Coming  speakers  will  continue  to 
highlight  activities  as  well  as  providing 
health  information. 

You  can  read  the  monthly  Sheffield 
Senior  Crier  or  the  weekly  Senior 
Bulletin  Board  in  the  Monday  edi- 
tion of  the  Berkshire  Eagle  to  keep  up 
with  what  is  going  on  at  the  Sheffield 
Senior  Center.  Feel  free  to  call  the 
Director  with  ideas  or  for  information 
and  referral  help. 

— John-Arthur  Miller,  Director 


FRIENDS  OFTHE  SENIOR  CENTER 

Fundraising.  The  Friends  have  established  a  Fundraising/ 
Activity  Committee  to  come  up  with  more  and  interest- 
ing ways  to  raise  money  to  help  finish  the  Center  and  to 
support  its  programs  and  services. The  Committee  includes 
Kathy  Cashiola  (chairperson),  Michelle  Harwood,  Norma 
Moulton  and  Kathy  Nourse.  If  you  have  ideas  for  the  group 
or  would  like  to  help  out  at  any  of  our  events,  call  Claudia 
Martin  at  229-2871. 

One  of  our  most  successful  fundraising  events  so  far  has 
been  a  tag  sale.  So  the  Friends  are  planning  another  one  for 
sometime  in  May. We  will  be  looking  for  donations  from  our 
generous  supporters. Watch  for  more  details  as  plans  are 
finalized. 

The  Friends  are  conducting  another  raffle,  this  time  of  a 
beautifully  crafted  afghan  and  scarf  made  by  Martha  Eggen- 
berger.  Stop  in  at  the  Center  and  see  the  gorgeous  items  and 
take  a  chance! 

Got  books?  We  are  still  collecting  unwanted  books 
(hardcover  and  paperback),  CDs  and  DVDs — if  the  Sheffield 
Library  doesn't  want  them.  Check  with  the  folks  there  and 
then  bring  your  donation  to  the  receptacle  by  the  building  at 
25  Cook  Rd. 

Come  on  down!  Don't  forget  to  stop  into  the  Center 
anytime. There  is  always  a  puzzle  out  or  someone  to  visit 
with  and  spend  some  time. And  of  course,  there  are  many 
activities  going  on,  as  the  article  above  details. 

— Claudia  Martin 


COUNTRY  CONCERT  TO  BENEFIT 
FRIENDS  OF  THE  SENIOR  CENTER 

Country  stars  Romeo  and  Lockwood  will  present  a  tribute  to 
the  legends  of  country  music  and  the  oldies  at  Dewey  Hall  in 
Sheffield  on  Sat.,  April  14  at  7:30pm.  The  concert  will  benefit 
the  Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center. 

Jeannie  Romeo  and  her  husband  Al  have  recently  moved 
to  Sheffield  and  are  eager  to  use  their  talents  to  benefit  seniors 
the  way  they  have  done  in  other  locations  that  they  have 
called  home. 

Jeannie  has  had  an  extensive  career  in  recording  and  live 
performance,  appearing  in  Las  Vegas,  New  York  and  the 
Hamptons,  as  well  as  scoring  a  number  two  hit  in  Europe 
with  her  recording  of  "Heaven  Is  the  Man  I  Love." 

Jeannie  teams  up  with  Alice  Lockwood,  another  gifted 
musician  and  keyboardist.  Together,  they  have  won  many 
awards,  including  the  Tennessee  Country  Music  Alliance  Duo 
of  the  Year,  Airplay  International  Duo  of  the  Year,  and  Best  of 
Texas  award. 

Romeo  and  Lockwood  have  recorded  three  CDs  of  origi- 
nal music  in  Nashville.  They'll  be  available  for  purchase  at  the 
concert.  For  more  information,  call  516-449-5180,  or  see  the 
duo's  website  at  www.romeoandlockwood.com. 

The  suggested  donation  at  the  door  is  $10. 

READ  LOCAL!  Support  the  Times.  See  page  27. 


Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Dec.  19  working  meeting 

The  Board  discussed  removing  snow 
from  the  sidewalks  in  the  Village  Green 
and  decided  that  business  owners  were 
responsible  for  snow  removal  in  front  of 
their  businesses. 

Discussion  ensued  regarding  the 
school  negotiation  schedule  and  the  role 
of  the  municipal  representative. 

Dec*  19  regular  meeting 

The  Board  started  a  discussion  of  poli- 
cies and  job  descriptions  for  the  Trans- 
fer Station  and  will  continue  it  at  the 
next  Board  meeting. 

Fire  Chief  Richard  Boardman  was 
present  to  discuss  the  possible  instal- 
lation of  diesel  and  propane  fuel  tanks 
for  the  Fire  Department's  use.  The 
Board  will  follow  up  at  a  future  meeting. 
Boardman  also  discussed  fire  and  safety 
inspections  performed  every  year  for  the 
renewal  of  liquor  licenses.  The  Board 
voted  to  put  the  $40  inspection  fees  into 
the  Fire  Department's  Revolving  Fund, 
and  to  pay  the  person  designated  by  the 
Chief  $36  per  inspection. 

The  Board  approved  an  application 
for  a  new  curb  cut  submitted  by  William 
and  Mary  Anne  Gillooly  for  248  Hulett 
Hill  Rd. 

The  Board  discussed  possibly 
obtaining  a  District  Local  Technical 
Assistance  Grant  proposals.  Chairman 
Rene  Wood  noted  that  the  Town's 
application  for  a  U.S.  Dept.  of  Trans- 
portation TIGER  (for  "Transportation 
Investment  Generating  Economic 
Recovery")  grant  to  improve  railroad 
tracks  in  town  was  not  approved. 

Town  Administrator  Rhonda 
LaBombard  noted  that  the  Town  Hall 
will  be  closed  on  December  23  and  26 
for  the  Christmas  holiday  and  January  2 
for  the  New  Year's  holiday. 

Susan  Butler  was  present  to  read  a 
letter  regarding  the  private  landing  strip 
zoning  enforcement  issue. 

The  Board  approved  a  request  by 
Leslie  Sylvan,  of  Berkshire  Manor,  to 
replace  her  current  food  service  and 
lodging  house  license  with  an  inn 
holders  license.  The  Board  approved 
alcoholic  beverages  licenses  for  2012. 


Licensed  as  "all  alcohol  restaurants"  were      will  take  place  at  a  future  meeting. 

The  Bridge  Restaurant,  The  Sheffield  The  Board  voted  to  make  Selectman 

Pub,  Stagecoach  Tavern  and  Barn  Space     Julie  Hannum  the  voting  delegate  for 


Catering.  Licensed  as  "all  alcohol  pack- 
age stores:  Sheffield  Wine  Cellar  and 
Silk's  Variety.  Licensed  as  "wine  and  malt 
restaurants"  were  Race  Brook  Lodge, 
The  Marketplace  Cafe  and  Village  on 
the  Green  Restaurant  and  Pizzeria. 
Licensed  as  a  "wine  and  malt  package 
store"  was  P.J.'s  Convenience  Store. 

The  Board  entered  into  Executive 
Session  to  discuss  collective  bargaining. 

Jan.  9  regular  meeting 

The  Board  discussed  municipal  health 
care  reform.  [The 
law,  which  was 
approved  by  the  state 
legislature  in  July, 
allows  municipalities 
to  sidestep  collec- 
tive bargaining  to 
redesign  their  existing 
health  plans  or  to 


the  Massachusetts  Interlocal  Insurance 
Association's  annual  business  meeting. 

It  started  to  discuss  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission's 
feasibility  analysis  regarding  enhanced 
regional  cooperation  between  munici- 
palities and  decided  to  continue  it  at  a 
future  meeting. 

The  Board  voted  to  send  an  email  in 
support  of  the  Housatonic  Rest  of  River 
grant,  part  of  GE's  settlement  to  restore 
the  river.  The  Board  voted  to  express 
interest  in  being  a  partner  in  the  energy 

District  Local 


GET  DSL  SERVICE 
FROM  VERIZON? 


move  employees  into 
the  state's  Group 
Insurance  Commis- 
sion, which  bargains 
for  health  care 
coverage  on  behalf  of 
state  workers.]  To 
change  employees' 
insurance  requires 
establishing  an 
Insurance  Advisory 
Committee  under 
Massachusetts 
state  law.  The 
Board  decided  to 
continue  discussion 
at  a  later  meeting. 


If  you  get  DSL  service  from  Verizon, 
the  Town  Administrator's  office  would 
appreciate  a  quick  call  telling  them 
your  street  address.  Here's  why  your 
help  is  needed: 

Massachusetts  Broadband  Institute 
(see  the  story  in  the  Jan/Feb  issue) 
recently  asked  each  town  to  provide 
maps  showing  cable  and  DSL  service. 
While  Time  Warner's  cables  can  be 
seen  on  the  telephone  poles,  the  reach 
of  DSL  isn't  visible,  and  local  Verizon 
officials  are  not  able  to  provide  this 
information.  So  the  best  sources  for 
the  extent  of  DSL  service  in  Sheffield 
are  its  customers. 

Please  call  229-7000  ext.  1 52  any 
time,  day  or  night,  in  the  next  week 
and  leave  a  message  saying  that  you 
get  DSL  service  and  your  street 
address.Thank  you  for  helping  us  get 
this  map  done. 

— Rene  Wood, 
Board  of  Selectmen  Chair 


Enrollment  Audit 

Solutions  has  been  contracted  by  the 
Berkshire  Insurance  Group  to  perform 
a  dependant  eligibility  audit,  which  will 
begin  the  week  of  January  23. 

The  Board  discussed  Transfer  Sta- 
tion policies  and  scheduled  a  meeting 
to  discuss  them  with  Transfer  Station 
employees. 

Dennis  Staropoli  and  Maria  Nation 
have  submitted  letters  indicating  interest 
in  serving  on  the  Planning  Board.  Action 


Technical  Assis- 
tance grant. 

The  Board 
discussed  the 
preliminary  budget 
for  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional 
School  District. 
There  will  be 
a  binder  in  the 
Town  Adminis- 
trator's office  as 
well  as  the  library 
containing  all  the 
SBRSD's  budget 
information. 

The  board 
voted  to  approve 
the  open  bridge 
design  as  pre- 
sented by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Dept. 
of  Transportation 
for  the  repair  of 
the  Ashley  Falls 
bridge. 
The  board  voted  to  approve  and 
sign  the  Community  Innovation  Chal- 
lenge grant,  a  state  program  that  invests 
in  innovation  in  local  governments 
through  regionalization  and  other 
reforms  and  efficiencies.  The  grant 
will  be  used  for  an  online  permitting 
software  program. 

The  Board  entered  into  Executive 
Session  to  discuss  collective  bargaining. 

Continued  on  pave  18 
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Village  Green 


MINUTES,  continued  from  page  1 1 


Jan.  12  working  meeting 

The  Board  voted  to  proceed  with  the 
District  Local  Technical  Assistance  grant 
application  to  explore  regional  services. 

The  Board  voted  to  authorize 
Chairman  Wood  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  three  resolutions  at  the  Massachu- 
setts Municipal  Association  annual 


Jan.  23  regular  meeting 

The  Board  approved  the  appointment  of 
Trevor  Williams  to  the  Sheffield  Fire  Dept. 
John-Arthur  Miller,  Senior  Center 
director,  was  present  to  discuss  a  state 
service  incentive  grant.  The  Board 
decided  that  it  was  not  able  to  support 
the  grant  as  written.  It  suggested  the 


meeting,  asking  for  sufficient  money  to     application  be  changed  so  it  specified 
maintain  highways  and  transit  sys- 
tems; no  unfunded  mandates  regard 
ing  water  supplies;  and  federal  and 


that  the  grant  work  be  done  by  and 
payment  made  to  a  qualified  individual 


state  actions  that  do  not  undermine 
the  ability  of  localities  to  provide 
essential  services. 

The  Board  voted  to  approve  the 
request  from  Zoning  Enforcement 
Officer  Thomas  Carmody  to  have  legal 
counsel  present  during  the  Zoning 


other  than  Miller.  Miller  rejected  the 
proposed  changes. 

The  Board  discussed  the  Selectmen's 
budget  proposed  for  Fiscal  Year  2013.  The 
Selectmen  reduced  the  budget  and  chose 
not  to  accept  a  2  percent  increase  in  pay 

The  Board  discussed  the  Insurance 
Advisory  Committee  [see  the  notes  for 


Board  of  Appeals  hearing  for  the  admin-  Jan.  9].  A  memo  will  be  sent  out  seeking 

istrative  appeal  filed  by  John  Hanlon.  interest  from  Town  employees  to  join 

The  Board  also  voted  to  authorize  legal  the  committee, 

counsel  for  the  ZBA  in  the  matter.  The  Board  discussed  the  River  Parks 


Task  Force.  Chairman  Wood  volun- 
teered to  be  the  liaison  to  the  group. 
[See  related  story  on  page  3.J 

Chairman  Wood  and  Selectman 
Hannum  shared  information  from 
the  Massachusetts  Municipal  Asso- 
ciation conference  that  they  recently 
attended.  Hannum  also  noted  that 
the  Governor's  budget  has  not  yet 
been  released. 

Chairman  Wood  was  pleased  to 
announce  that  the  2010  Dairy  Farm  Tax 
Credit  Program  had  been  reinstated  and 
would  be  available  to  qualifying  Shef- 
field dairy  farmers, 

George  Oleen  was  present  to 
inquire  about  the  Board  of  Health's 
revolving  fund. 

The  Board  voted  to  appoint  Richard 
Boardman  as  a  temporary  employee 
to  assist  the  Highway  Dept.  on  an 
as-needed  basis  for  the  remainder  of 
FY2012. 


Berkshire  Styles 

Salon 

534  South  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.6654 

Berkshirestyles.com 

Annie  Juhlin 
owner/stylist 

Hair  <A?Tanning 
Waxing<A?Ear  Piercing 

Seniors  save  20%  on  Mondays! 

Hours:  Sunday  1-5,  Monday  (senior  day)  9-3, 
Thursday  10-6,  Friday  9-5,  Sat  9-3 


Tyler  Home  & 
Property  Services 

FAMILY  OWNED  &  OPERATED 

Carpentry/Contruction 

Fine  Finish  Carpentry,  Remodeling, 
Restoration,  Additions,  Decks,  Custom 
Built-Ins,  Windows,  Doors  &  More 

TlLE  SETTING  (Custom  Quotes  Available) 


Floors,  Kitchens,  Custom 


is  &  Showers 


Property  Management 

housecleaning 

Garage,  Basement  &  Barn  Cleaning 

Gardeintng  &  Landscape  Installation 

Spring  &  Fall  Clean-up 

Brush  Clearing  (Small  Jobs) 

Handyman/woman  Services 

ASHLEY  FALLS,  MA 

(413)  229-0260 

cell  (413)  446-5205 
email:  tylerhomeprop@yahoo.com 

FREE  ESTIMATES  •  FULLY  INSURED 
MA  L1C  #159532 


FIVE-TOWN  BOARDS  OF 
SELECTMEN  MEETING 

On  Jan.  1 0,  Sheffield  took  part  in  a 
meeting  of  selectmen  from  the  five 
towns  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District.  Attend  ing  from 
Sheffield  were  Rene  Wood  and  Julie 
Hannum.  From  New  Marlborough, 
Tara  White  and  Larry  Davis.  From 
Egremont,  Bruce  Turner,  Richard 
Burdsall  and  Charles  Flynn.  From 
Alford,Charles  Ketchen.  No  selectman 
attended  from  Monterey. 

The  meeting  discussed  the 
proposed  SBRSD  FY20 1 3  budget, 
the  School  Committee's  timeline  for 
its  vote  on  closing  the  elementary 
schools  in  Egremont,  Monterey  and 
New  Marlborough,  as  well  as  the 
procedure  and  language  for  annual 
town  meeting  warrants. 

Chairman  Wood  compiled  a  list 
of  questions  to  be  submitted  to 
the  School  Committee.  Selectman 
Hannum  discussed  the  District  Local 
Technical  Assistance  regionalization 
grant  to  see  if  there  was  interest  from 
the  other  towns. 

The  group  decided  to  meet  again 
in  February. 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION:  December  &  January  meetings 


At  the  December  meeting,  Angela  Sirois 
of  The  Nature  Conservancy  gave  the 
Commission  an  update  on  the  restoration 
of  properties  along  Route  41,  the  Bartho- 
lomew property  and  the  Schenob  Brook 
preserve.  The  Commission  approved  the 
restoration  plan  and  requested  to  be  kept 
informed  as  to  when  the  project  starts. 

Chuck  Joyce  of  175  County  Rd.  was 
present.  An  adjacent  property  owner  has 
been  complaining  of  water  flowing  onto 
his  property,  apparently  from  ground- 
water flowing  downhill.  Joyce  wants  to 
install  a  pipe  to  redirect  the  water  under 
the  road  and  into  the  Ironworks  Brook. 
The  Town  has  given  its  approval  to  this 
project.  The  Commission  advised  Mr. 
Joyce  to  submit  a  Request  for  Determina- 
tion of  Applicability. 

Joyce  also  stated  that  this  neighbor 
had  been  cutting  trees,  which  he  thinks 
has  been  impeding  the  water  flow.  He 
wanted  to  know  if  this  action  came  under 


the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commission.  The 
Commission  would  need  to  inspect  the 
property  to  make  a  determination. 

At  the  January  meeting,  Edward 
Ustico  and  Mark  Stinson  of  Massachu- 
setts Dept.  of  Environmental  Protection 
were  present  to  discuss  Ustico's  prop- 
erty on  Polikoff  Rd.  Also  present  were 
Ustico's  neighbors  Jared  Clayton  and 
Martha  Viera,  who  noted  that  vehicles 
were  accumulating  on  Ustico's  property. 

Stinson  noted  that  engineering  mea- 
surements would  be  needed  to  determine 
the  existence  of  floodplain  on  the  prop- 
erty. The  property  needs  to  be  closed  to 
vehicular  traffic,  since  it's  within  100  feet 
of  a  bog.  The  road  is  a  violation,  created 
in  a  buffer  zone  without  a  permit  and 
located  partly  in  land  subject  to  flooding, 
another  violation.  Part  of  the  property  is 
within  rare  species  habitat,  and  Natural 
Heritage  will  need  to  be  contacted. 

Ustico  said  he  doesn't  have  the 


funds  to  have  a  delineation  done.  In 
the  meantime,  the  Commission  advised 
Ustico  to  do  no  further  work  on  the 
property  except  for  blocking  off  the 
area  used  as  a  roadway  and  removing 
fill  from  the  floodplain. 

An  Emergency  Certification  was 
submitted  by  White  Engineering  for 
property  on  99  Park  Rd.  regarding  fallen 
trees  that  have  caused  damage  to  a  bridge 
being  used  for  access.  The  Commission 
stated  that  it  will  request  that  the  fire 
chief  come  on  a  site  visit  to  determine  if 
emergency  conditions  exist. 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:  8:30am-2pm 


Barnbrook 

BarnbrookRealtv.  com 


271  Main  Street 
Great  Barrington 

413.528.4423 


Are  you  looking  to  buy  or  sell  a 
house  like  this? 


Or  a  home  like  this? 

Maybe  one  like  this? 


I  can  help  you. 

My  name  is  Judith  Owens 

and  I  want  to  help  you  with  your  real  estate 

sales  in  the  Berkshires. 

Call  me  at  Barnbrook  Realty  at  extension  19 
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Village  Green 


TOWN  CLERK  NEWS 

Annual  street  lists  (census).  If  you 
have  not  responded  to  your  census, 
please  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  We 
have  an  extremely  low  response  rate 
this  year  and  for  various  reasons,  this 
will  hurt  our  town  down  the  road.  If 
you  don't  respond  by  April  1  (per  state 
law),  the  police  department  will  be 
enlisted  to  come  to  your  residence  to 
confirm/deny  occupancy. 

Elections  and  voter  registration. 
We  have  a  full  schedule  of  elections 
this  year: 

Tues.,  March  6:  Presidential  Primary 
Mon.,  May  7:  Annual  Town  Meeting 
Mon.,  May  14:  Annual  Town  Election 
Thurs.,  Sept.  6:  State  Primary 
Tues.,  Nov.  6:  State/Presidential  Election 

The  deadline  to  register  to  vote  or 
change  party  status  is  20  days  prior  to 
an  election.  Reminders  will  be  posted  on 
the  Town  web  site  and  in  the  Town  Hall 
lobby.  I  recommend  that  you  check  your 
voter  status  prior  to  the  deadlines  or 
events.  All  elections  will  be  held  at  the 
Senior  Center  located  on  Cook  Rd. 

The  next  voter  registration  deadline 
is  for  Town  Meeting/Town  Election: 
Tues.,  April  17.  The  office  will  be  open 
until  8pm  that  evening. 

Voter  registration  is  available  year 
round.  For  more  information,  see  the 
Secretary  of  State's  website  at 
www.sec.state.ma.us/ele. 

Nomination  papers.  Nomination 
papers  for  the  Annual  Town  Election  on 


May  14  are  available.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  running  for  office,  the  deadline 
to  obtain  papers  is  Fri.,  March  23,  and 
the  deadline  to  return  them  to  the  Town 
Clerk  is  Mon.,  March  26,  at  5pm. 

On  the  ballot  this  year  will  be  these 
positions:  Moderator  (one-year  term); 
one  Selectman  (three-year  term),  two 
seats  on  the  Planning  Board  (three-year 
terms);  and  one  Library  Trustee  (three- 
year  term).  To  run  for  office,  you  must 
be  a  registered  voter  and  a  resident  for  at 
least  six  months. 

Dog  licensing.  Dog  licensing  for  2012 
has  begun.  If  you  have  a  dog  six  months 
of  age  or  older  and  you  reside  in  Sheffield 
a  minimum  of  30  days  of  the  year,  you 
are  required  to  license  your  dog.  The  fees 
are  $10  for  intact  dogs,  $5  for  spayed/ 
neutered  dogs.  Licensing  takes  place 
annually  from  March  1  to  May  1.  A  fine 
of  $25  per  dog  will  be  implemented  after 
the  deadline.  If  you  have  acquired  a  new 
dog  it  can  be  licensed  anytime  of  year  at 
the  regular  rate. 

With  proof  of  rabies  and  spay/neu- 
ter status,  you  can  mail  in  your  request 
for  a  license.  Make  checks  payable  to 
the  Town  of  Sheffield,  and  mail  to 
Town  Clerk,  P.O.  Box  175,  Sheffield, 
MA  01257.  A  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  is  always  appreciated. 

The  Boy  Scouts  will  hold  their 
annual  rabies  clinic  on  March  17  from 
l-3pm  in  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot. 
The  fee  is  $10.  See  the  box  on  the 
opposite  page, 

— Felecie  Joyce,  Town  Clerk 


BERKSHIRE  TAX  SERVICE,  INC. 

Yvonne  Skiba,  MBA,  Accountant 

io  Depot  Street  •  P.O.  Box  787 

Housatonic  MA  01236 

ph  413  274-1110 

fax  423  274 1211 

berkshiretaxservice@verizon.net 


DISABILITIES  COMMISSION 

The  Commission  on  Disabilities 
has  now  been  in  operation  for  a 
full  two  years.  In  20 1 1 ,  the  Com- 
mission launched  its  Speaker  Series 
and  presented  1 4  speakers  covering 
topics  from  transportation  options 
in  Sheffield  to  activities  in  the  arts 
for  kids  with  disabilities  to  low-cost 
health  care  options  in  South  County. 
It  also  contributed  information  about 
services  available  to  people  with 
disabilities  for  inclusion  in  the  201  I 
R.S.V.P.  Calendar. 

After  representatives  of  Massachu- 
setts Dept  Department  of  Transpor- 
tation took  a  walk  with  Commission 
members  to  see  the  walkways  in 
downtown  Sheffield  that  are  difficult 
to  traverse  due  to  lack  of  curb  cuts, 
Mass  DOT  is  planning  to  install  curb 
cuts  along  Route  7  in  20 1 3. The  Com- 
mission also  approved  recommenda- 
tions for  improving  access  to  the 
Town  Park,  Covered  Bridge  Park  and 
trails  that  are  being  built  as  part  of  the 
Open  Space  and  recreation  Plan. 

The  current  members  of  the 
Commission  are  Laura  Grunfeld 
(Interim  Chair),  David  Wells  with  the 
assistance  of  Nan  Wells,  Don  Perry, 
Claudia  Martin  and  Gail  Mullen. Any 
resident  of  Sheffield  interested  in  join- 
ing or  who  needs  information  about 
services  in  South  County  for  people 
with  disabilities  can  contact  Laura 
Grunfeld  at  229-2476  or  email 
laura@everyonesinvited.com. 

Note  that  anyone  who  needs 
accommodations  at  a  Town  event  can 
contact  the  town  coordinator  for 
compliance  with  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act,  Rhonda  LaBombard 
at  LaBombard@sheffieldma.gov  or 
229-7000x152. 

—  Claudia  Martin 


An  ad  this  size 
would  cost  $20  an  issue. 

Call  Tara  White,  229-7754. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


DEWEY  HALL  AVAILABLE  FOR  WEDDINGS 


Dewey  Hall,  which  has  long  hosted 
weddings,  is  expanding  its  emphasis  as  a 
location  for  ceremonies  and  receptions. 
For  most  of  the  year,  the  landmark  stone 
and  marble  building  on  the  green  in  Shef- 
field is  available — whenever  other  events 
are  not  scheduled. 

The  Sheffield  Friendly  Union  Library 
Association  of  Dewey  Hall,  the  nonprofit 
group  responsible  for  the  building,  held 
a  wedding  showcase  on  Feb.  4.  Berkshire 
Wedding  Associates  transported  nine 
brides-to-be  from  all  over  the  Berkshires 
to  Sheffield  in  a  stretch  limousine. 
Association  board  members  Priscilla 
Cote  and  Jean  Emberlin  welcomed  the 
women  to  Dewey  Hall  and  showed  them 
how  their  weddings  might  look  in  the 
re-invigorated  building,  which  boasts  a 
newly  refinished  wood  floor. 

Classical  Tents  provided  sample  table 
settings  featuring  warm  amber  up-lights 
in  a  lemon  yellow  theme.  Local  cater- 
ers displayed  their  gastronomic  skills. 
Michael  Ballon  from  Castle  Street  Cafe 
in  Great  Barrington  offered  smoked 
salmon  appetizers,  and  David  Renner  of 
the  Marketplace  Kitchen  in  Sheffield  pro- 
vided samples  of  his  rich  buttery  cookies. 

The  charges  for  renting  the  hall  are  very 
competitive,  noted  Emberlin.  "The  average 
wedding  today  costs  $26,000,"  she  said."  We 
at  Dewey  Hall  are  offering  brides-to-be  a 
beautiful  and  charming  wedding  venue  that 
is  more  affordable  than  a  typical  catering 
hall  or  wedding  tent." 

Dewey  Hall's  past  weddings  have  been 
"diverse  and  ecumenical,"  Emberlin  added. 
Couples  of  all  faiths  and  backgrounds  are 
welcome  to  get  married  or  celebrate  their 
weddings  at  the  hall,  she  said. 

The  building  has  a  stage  for  entertain- 
ment and  a  small  kitchen  in  which  food 
can  be  stored  and  warmed. 

Besides  weddings,  Dewey  Hall  also 
hosts  showers,  rehearsal  dinners,  birth- 
day parties,  retirement  parties,  anniver- 
sary celebrations,  holiday  dinners,  bar 
mitzvahs  and  post-funeral  receptions. 
Because  of  the  complexity  of  scheduling, 
Saturdays  must  be  booked  within  12 
weeks  of  the  event  for  parties,  holiday 
dinners  and  showers. 

The  association  bases  its  rates  on 


whether  or  not  food  is  served,  the  nature 
of  the  event,  and  the  number  of  hours 
for  which  the  hall  is  rented.  Alcohol  may 
be  served  at  events  that  last  six  or  more 
hours  and  at  which  food  is  served,  subject 
to  Dewey  Hall  guidelines. 

To  schedule  a  visit  to  Dewey  Hall, 
brides  and  wedding  planners  are  urged 

SCOUTING  NEWS 

Sheffield's  Boy  Scouts  meet  on  Wednes- 
days at  7pm  at  the  American  Legion 
Hall  on  days  when  school  is  in  session. 
The  Cubs  meet  at  various  places  around 
town — check  shemeldpack28.weebly. 
com. 

This  year  the  Scouts  are  working 
on  their  swimming  merit  badge  at 
the  Kilpatrick  Center.  Instructed  by 
Betty  LeGeyt,  the  Scouts  learn  basic 
swimming  techniques — the  crawl, 
breaststroke,  sidestroke,  the  elementary 
backstroke — along  with  safety  topics 
such  as  hypothermia,  floating,  diving, 
proper  swimming  equipment  and  expec- 
tations for  a  swimming  site.  The  scouts 
are  even  required  to  create  a  swimming 
routine  for  a  week.  Not  only  does  the 
merit  badge  help  scouts  to  learn  to  swim 
and  advance  in  rank,  it  is  lots  of  fun. 

Four  Scouts  attended  the  Snow 
Sports  Day  at  Catamount,  with  two 
earning  their  merit  badges  in  skiing. 

Upcoming  events.  In  two  weekends 
in  March,  some  scouts  will  be  attending 
Merit  Badge  University  at  UMASS. 
There  will  be  ice  fishing  Fri.,  March  10, 


to  contact  Emberlin  at  229-7989  or 
email  her  at  deweymemorialhall@gmail. 
com.  She  is  also  interested  in  hearing 
from  other  local  vendors  such  as  caterers, 
officiates,  bands,  DJs,  florists  and  pho- 
tographers who  would  like  to  offer  their 
services  for  weddings  and  other  events  at 
the  hall.  — Ken  Terry 


SCOUT  RABIES  CLINIC 

To  make  it  easy  for  people  in  town  to 
comply  with  the  town  dog-licensing 
requirement,  the  Scouts  will  hold 
their  annual  rabies  clinic  on  Sat., 
March  17,  from  I -3pm  in  the  Town 
Hall  parking  lotThe  cost  is  $10.  Bring 
paperwork  from  the  last  rabies  shot 
if  you  have  it. 


if  the  weather  chills.  The  month  ends 
with  a  two-night  campover  at  Camp 
Moses  in  Russell,  MA.  On  Sat.,  April 
28,  the  Scouts  will  put  on  their  Spa- 
ghetti Dinner. 

Cub  news*  The  Cubs  are  preparing 
their  Pinewood  Derby  cars  for  the  race 
on  Sat.,  March  24.  Winners  from  Pack 
28  compete  in  the  district  event,  to  be 
held  in  the  Mt,  Everett  gym  on  Sat., 
April  14. 

The  Cubs'  next  fundraiser  is  their 
Pancake  Breakfast  March  18. 

Two  Cubs  were  recently  promoted  to 
Scouts.  — Charles  Kerzner 
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Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


NEWS  FROM  THE  COBBLE:  WONDROUS... SKUNK  CABBAGE? 


Really?  That's  what  a  friend  said  when 
I  told  him  what  I  was  writing  about  for 
this  issue.  I  know  skunk  cabbage  doesn't 
sound  as  fascinating  as  cougars  or  eagles, 
but  it  is  no  less  amazing,  I  told  him.  This 
plant's  name  is  a  bum  rap. 

Our  earliest  spring  wildflower,  skunk 
cabbage  is  one  of  my  favorite  spring 
ephemerals.  By  February,  you  can  see  its 
hardy  little  noses  peeking  out  from  wet 
places  signaling  that  spring  is  coming  soon. 
This  year,  with  the  mild  winter,  shoots 
were  coming  up  at  the  Cobble  in  January. 

One  reason  skunk  cabbage  can  be  first 
to  show  is  one  of  its  amazing  tricks.  The 
plant  generates  its  own  heat,  a  process 
called  thermogenesis,  to  keep  from  freez- 
ing. The  temperature  inside  the  spathe 
(the  outside  covering  of  the  flower)  can 
be  upwards  of  70  degrees. 

Beekeepers  love  skunk  cabbage.  Not 
only  does  its  pollen  provide  newly  awak- 
ened, hungry  bees  a  welcome  meal,  it 
gives  them  a  place  to  warm  up  for  the  trip 
back  to  the  hive  or  on  to  the  next  flower. 

The  flowers  are  beautiful,  a  deep  stri- 
ated red-purple.  Beautiful,  and  another 
trick.  In  color  and  in  smell,  the  flower 


pretends  to  be  a  crimson  rotting  carcass, 
blooming  at  the  same  time  that  carrion 
covered  in  snow  and  ice  is  being  revealed 
by  thawing  temperatures.  The  plant  pro- 
duces two  chemicals,  skatole  and  cadaver- 
ine,  that  are  also  found  in  decaying  meat 
and  which  drive  certain  flies  and  beetles 
crazy.  The  insects  arriving  at  a  flower  find 
no  party  and  move  on — with  pollen — to 
the  next  plant,  only  to  be  deceived  again. 

The  leaves  unfold  after  the  flowers  are 
almost  completely  gone  and,  like  cab- 
bage leaves,  can  be  up  to  two  feet  across. 
Their  size  helps  to  capture  as  much  light 
as  possible  in  the  dark  swamp  and  are  a 
splendid  addition  to  any  wet  area. 

The  leaves  and  roots  are  supposed 


Skunk  cabbage  flowers 


to  be  edible,  though  I  have  never  tried 
them.  They  have  to  be  dried  to  break 
down  the  toxic  calcium  oxalates  they 
contain,  another  trick  that  keeps  herbi- 
vores from  munching  away.  My  cooking 
is  bad  enough  without  the  added  risk 
of  a  blistered  mouth!  Native  Americans 
not  only  ate  the  plants,  they  used  them 
medicinally  in  poultices  and  teas  and  as  a 
ground-up  powder  mixed  with  pigment 
in  tattoos  to  ward  off  evil  spirits. 

The  "skunk"  in  skunk  cabbage  is  evident 
only  when  you  stomp  on  it  like  I  did  when 
I  was  a  kid,  something  I  used  to  do  to 
entertain  my  friends.  Now  I  would  never 
hurt  a  plant  that  can  live  to  over  200  years 
old!  This  article  is  a  small  penance  of  sorts. 

So,  despite  the  name,  skunk  cabbage 
embodies  nature's  beauty,  tenacity  and 
ingenuity,  not  to  mention  being  a  sign 
that  the  cold  and  sloppy  days  of  winter 
will  soon  be  behind  us.  In  Sheffield 
there  are  plenty  of  wetlands  where  it 
grows.  At  the  Cobble,  you  can  enjoy 
them  on  the  Bailey  Trail,  along  with 
many  other  of  our  spring  wildflowers. 

— Rene  Wendell, 
Conservation  Ranger 


COBBLE  EVENTS 


Talk:  History  of  African-American  Resorts  in  the  Catskills 

Wed.,  March  28,6pm.  Laura  Miller  will  be  discussing  her  new 
research  on  African-American  summer  resorts  in  the  nearby  Catskill 
Mountains.  Using  images  and  stories  she  has  collected  from  oral 
history  interviews,  Laura  will  take  listeners  from  the  emergence  of 
these  resorts  in  the  segregated  1 920s  and  30s,  to  their  height  of 
popularity  in  the  postwar  decades,  and  their  ultimate  decline  with 
the  success  of  the  civil  rights  movement  and  integration.  Free. 

Vernal  Pool  Certification  Workshop 

Sat., April  1 4, 1 0- 1  pm.Vernal  pools  are  wetlands  filled  with  life  includ- 
ing shrimp,  clams,  insects,  frogs  and  salamanders. Yet  they  remain 
unprotected  unless  certified  in  Massachusetts — and  it  is  up  to  local 
citizens  to  do  it.  Come  find  out  how  with  Jane  Winn  of  the  Berk- 
shire Environmental  Action  Team  (BEAT).  A  short  talk  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  visit  to  a  vernal  pool.  Bring  your  lunch,  and  be  prepared 
to  get  wet  and  muddy.  Proceeds  go  to  support  floodplain  forest 
restoration  work  at  the  Cobble  and  BEAT's  amphibian  conservation. 
Members/nonmembers:  adults,  $  1 0;  child  $5. 

Life  in  a  Vernal  Pool 

Sat.,  April  21,  I  Oam-noon. Vernal  pools  are  teaming  with  life  during 
April.  Join  us  for  a  visit  to  a  large  pool  where  we'll  look  for  egg 
masses  of  wood  frogs  and  salamanders,  fairy  shrimp  and  fingernail 


clams,  and  learn  about  the  ecology  of  this  complex  natural  com- 
munity. Come  prepared  to  get  wet  and  muddy!  Please  pre-register. 
Members:  adult/child  $4;  family  $10.  Nonmembers:  adult/child  $6; 
family  $15. 

Guided  Walk:  Our  Amazing  Spring  Wildflowers 

Sat.,  April  28,  I  Oam-noon.  Sheffield  is  a  global  hotspotfor  rare 
species,  and  the  Cobble  puts  on  one  of  the  best  shows  of  spring 
ephemerals,  from  mid-April  to  mid-May.  Conservation  Ranger  Rene 
Wendell  will  demonstrate  what  makes  this  environment  so  suited  to 
rare  and  diverse  plants  and  what  the  Cobble  is  doing  to  protect  its 
landscape.  We  start  at  the  "What's  in  Bloom  Board"  at  the  Visitors' 
Center  and  then  go  on  a  guided  walk  to  see  bishop's  cap,  nodding 
trillium,  dutchman's  breeches,  and  much  more.  Please  pre-register. 
Members:  adult/child  $4;  family  $10.  Nonmembers:  adult/child  $6; 
family  $15. 


The  Trustees  of  Reservations  manage  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  National  Natural 
Landmark,  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to 
sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center  is  open  from  9am-4pm  Tuesday-Saturday  during  winter. 
Regular  admission  is  free  for  members  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  and  Sheffield 
Non-members:  $5  adult,  $1  child.  Call  229-8600  or  email  bcobblc@ttor.org. 
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KIWAN1S  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


Raffle  winners.  Winning  tickets  in  the 
14th  Annual  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club 
Scholarship  Raffle  were  drawn  at  The 
Bridge  Restaurant  on  Feb.  14.  First  prize 
went  to  Cheryl  Raifstanger,  who  has  a 
choice  of  the  2012  GMC  Sierra  1500 
truck  (provided  by  Berkshire  GMC)  or 
$15,000  cash.  Runners-up  were  Willie 
Wilkinson  ($1,500  for  second  prize) 
and  Dennis  Duff  ($500  for  third).  This 
year's  raffle  was  held  this  year  in  honor  of 
William  Silk,  with  President  Dave  Smith, 
Jr.,  heading  up  the  event.  Only  because  so 
many  members,  local  businesses  and  local 
residents  support  the  cause  were  we  able 
to  sell  all  1,000  tickets  for  the  first  time 
this  year! 

The  next  fundraiser.  Mark  your  cal- 
endars for  the  next  Kiwanis  fundraiser: 
the  second  Annual  Ham  Roll,  coming 
up  at  the  VFW  in  Great  Barrington  on 
Fri.,  March  30.  The  big  wheel  begins 
spinning  at  7pm  sharp!  So  get  your  seat 
and  buy  those  $1  tickets  of  chance.  In 
the  25  spins  of  the  wheel,  you  could  win 
a  ham  (of  course)  but  also  a  pork  loin, 
chicken,  steak,  kielbasa,  bag  of  potatoes 
or  apples  or  an  apple  pie.  You  could  also 
win  one  of  the  50/50  raffles,  the  door 
prize  of  two  lobsters  or  one  of  the  two 
gift  baskets.  Join  us  for  a  night  of  fun. 
The  bar  is  open  and  snacks  will  appear 
at  each  and  every  table. 

The  bus  is  back!  Our  annual  "Stuff 
A  Bus"  food  collection  will  take  place 
the  week  of  April  16  to  21  (the  school 
vacation).  Bring  your  nonperishable 
food  items  to  the  school  bus,  which  will 
be  at  the  Berkshire  GMC  lot  on  Rt.  7 
for  the  week.  There  will  be  someone 
from  one  of  the  Kiwanis  clubs  (such  as 
Key  Club  or  SAAD)  on  hand  9am  until 
4pm  daily.  The  donated  food  will  be 
divided  between  the  People's  Pantry  in 
Great  Barrington  and  the  Sheffield  Food 
Assistance  Program  at  the  Old  Parish 
Church  in  Sheffield.  Denise  Rueger 
handles  arrangements  for  this  annual 
community  project. 

Bowling.  On  Sun.,  March  4,  the 
three-weekend  Kiwanis  Bowling  Tour- 
nament concluded  at  the  Cove  Lanes 
in  Great  Barrington.  Kiwanis  members 
don't  actually  bowl,  but  help  run  the 


show.  They  conducted  50/50  raffles  at 
each  of  the  11  sessions.  Patricia  Hardisty 
and  Annie  Juhlin  prepare  second-prize 
"goodie"  baskets,  which  are  great  fun  for 
the  bowlers.  The  club  gets  a  percentage 
of  the  teams'  registration  fees  and  the 
bracket  bets.  Kiwanians  also  assist  in 
clearing  tables  and  helping  the  wait  staff 
during  and  between  squads. 

Little  League.  Steve  Shmulsky  and 
George  Oleen  will  represent  Kiwanis 
at  the  Little  League  Board  meetings  in 
Great  Barrington  this  year.  Sign-ups 
and  try-outs  for  the  2012  season  will 
be  scheduled  in  late  March  so  watch  for 
school  and  newspaper  notices. 

Scholarships.  Anita  Diller,  our 
scholarship  chair,  is  still  writing  checks  to 
students  who  were  awarded  the  money 
honors  last  spring.  Another  $30,000  will 
be  awarded  to  local  scholars  this  spring. 

Club  doings.  Kiwanians  meet  on 
Tuesday  nights  at  The  Bridge  Restau- 
rant, and  we  try  to  have  interesting 
speakers  for  the  meeting.  Recent  ones 
include  David  Hastings,  curriculum 
coordinator  for  the  school  district; 
Bridgette  Ruthman,  talking  about  the 
area's  small  farms;  and  Travis  Daley, 
artistic  director  at  the  school. 

On  Jan.  26,  Sheffield's  Denise  Rue- 
ger, who  is  lieutenant  governor  for  our 
region,  headed  the  second  Division  21 
Council  meeting  in  Westfield.  Jo  Ann 
Shmulsky  and  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  also 
attended  the  session. 

The  Key  Club  at  Monument  Moun- 
tain High  School  sponsored  a  dance  and 
a  pancake  breakfast  to  benefit  Camp 
Sunshine.  This  camp  retreat  in  Maine 
provides  a  free  "home"  for  a  week  to  fami- 
lies who  have  seriously  or  terminally  ill 
members  where  they  can  find  respite  and 
counseling.  Cathy  Finkle  is  the  Key  Club 
sponsor.  The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  passes  the 
hat  at  our  weekly  meetings  to  also  help 
support  this  endeavor.  We've  been  able  to 
send  between  $1,100  and  $1,200  each  of 
the  past  few  years. 

More  nuts!  John  Gilligan,  who  ran 
our  gourmet  nuts  sales  this  past  holiday 
season,  reports  that  there  are  still  cans 
of  nuts  available.  See  a  Kiwanis  member 
or  stop  at  one  of  the  businesses  that  host 


UPDATE  ON  WATER 
COMPANYWORK 

The  Sheffield  Water  Company's 
system  upgrade  is  scheduled  to  be 
finished  by  May  I. Thanks  to  the  mild 
winter,  work  was  able  to  continue 
beyond  the  usual  construction  season. 
So  far,  5, 1 00  feet  of  pipe  and  new 
water  mains  have  been  installed,  along 
with  seven  new  hydrants. 

The  new  storage  tank  has  also 
been  completed  and  is  slated  to  go 
into  operation  in  early  spring.  Once 
the  weather  allows,  grass  and  trees 
will  be  planted  to  repair  disrupted 
soil  and  to  provide  screening  around 
the  tank. 


our  wares  before  the  nuts  disappear  for 
another  year! 

Beneficiaries  near  and  far.  Kiwanis 
emphasizes  "hands-on"  projects  for  their 
communities,  such  as  the  one  Pat  and 
Gene  Salvi  are  organizing.  Kiwanis  teams 
will  keep  the  gravel  and  dirt  in  some  area 
playgrounds  neat  and  safe  for  our  kids. 
Special  attention  will  be  given  to  the 
areas  under  the  swings  and  at  the  end  of 
the  slides. 

But  there  aren't  that  many  hands-on 
projects  in  the  Southern  Berkshires.  So 
we  give  money  to  existing  programs:  to 
the  Berkshire  Rattlers  for  their  Jimmy 
Welch  Hockey  Tourney;  to  Alicia  Bazon- 
ski  for  her  summer  softball  program;  to 
the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  for  its  reading 
event  this  summer;  and  to  Muddy  Brook 
Elementary  School  for  its  Family  Literacy 
Night.  We  also  regularly  support  local 
food  pantries,  Hearts  of  the  Fathers  Out- 
reach, the  United  Cerebral  Palsy  Telethon 
and  the  American  Cancer  Society. 

Kiwanis  International  and  UNICEF 
joined  forces  in  the  1990s  to  tackle 
iodine  deficiency  disorders,  raising 
millions  of  dollars  and  virtually  wiping 
out  this  public-health  hazard.  Begin- 
ning this  year,  the  two  organizations 
will  attempt  to  eradicate  maternal  and 
neonatal  tetanus  in  the  world.  This 
deadly  disease  steals  the  lives  of  nearly 
60,000  babies  and  a  significant  number 
of  women  each  year.  Between  now  and 
Mother's  Day,  Kiwanis  clubs  will  come 
up  with  special  fundraisers  for  this 
effort.  Jo  Ann  Shmulsky  is  our  local  expert 
on  the  subject  and  has  spoken  to  many 
Kiwanis  clubs  in  the  area.  She  is  available 
to  speak  to  other  groups  interested  in  join- 
ing this  worthwhile  endeavor. 

— Dick  Goodwin 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWS 

The  temptation  to  stay  home  in  comfort 
by  the  fire  these  winter  evenings  is  great, 
but  if  you  didn't  make  it  out  for  our 
February  program,  "Songs  of  the  Civil 
War,"  you  missed  a  really  great  time! 
John  Arthur  Miller  presented  the  history 
and  importance  of  the  music  of  the 
time,  added  slides  and  videos  to  provide 
interest  and  visuals  and  accompanied  it 
all  (joined  by  wife  Trudy  for  many  of 
the  songs)  with  his  wonderful  voice.  The 
audience  joined  in  for  several  well-known 
pieces,  and  the  evening  finished  with 
a  spread  of  goodies  not  to  be  missed. 
(Except  perhaps  by  our  waistlines!) 

The  March  speaker,  Paul  Banevicius, 
will  present  a  program  entitled  "Drawing 
the  Line:  Political  Cartoons  in  America." 
Fri.,  March  9,  at  7:30pm  in  Dewey  Hall. 
Banevicius  will  discuss  the  rich  history 
and  evolution  of  political  cartoons  and 
will  be  sharing  a  wide  range  of  cartoons, 
some  humorous,  some  poignant  and 


some  downright  nasty.  What 
could  be  more  fun  in  this 
election  year! 

April  brings  thoughts  of 
spring  and  budding  trees,  so 
what  could  be  more  appro- 
priate than  a  program  Fri., 
April  13,  at  7:30  by  Gillian 
Hettinger  on  two  preco- 
cious and  talented  young 
girls  from  Sheffield's  past 
known  as  the  Apple  Blossom  Poets.  See 
the  story  on  page  6  for  more  on  these 
sisters. 

In  May  Gary  Leveille  will  present  "Eye 
Of  Shawenon,"  a  talk  on  the  early  history 
of  North  Egremont,  Prospect  Lake  and 
the  Green  River.  And  don't  forget  to  mark 
the  calendar  for  the  July  15  garden  party 
in  the  gardens  of  Sheffield's  Netherby 
Hall.  This  is  our  big  fundraiser  of  the 
year,  so  come  show  your  support  and 
have  a  wonderful  afternoon. 


The  Society  always  welcomes  new 
members,  but  you  don't  have  to  join  to 
enjoy  one  of  our  free  monthly  programs 
(Sept.  through  June).  It  is  through  your 
support  and  generosity  that  we  are  able 
to  preserve  the  rich  heritage  of  our  past 
here  in  Sheffield  and  share  that  history 
through  our  programming  and  special 
events.  Check  us  out  online  for  more 
up-to-date  information  at  www.sheffiel- 
dhistory.org. 

— Barbara  Dowling 
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ATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  .  Beer  *  Wine  .  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


BUYING 
GOLD 

BULK  SILVER  (FLATWARE,  ETC.) 
DIAMOND  BROKERS  &  APPRAISERS 


Sachs  Reisman,  Inc. 

JEWELRY  MANUFACTURING 

25  Maple  Avenue 
Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-0050 

Compare  &  Save 
$$$$$$$$ 
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LAND  TRUST  RECEIVES  GRANT  FOR  TRAILS 


In  January,  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
was  one  of  several  recipients  in  South 
County  of  a  2011  Heritage  Partnership 
Grant  from  the  Upper  Housatonic  Val- 
ley National  Heritage  Area.  Recipients 
shared  $73,000  in  awards  aimed  to  help 
local  trails  programs.  The  maximum 
amount  of  a  grant  was  $5,000. 

The  Land  Trust  grant  is  for  enhancing 
its  trail  network  in  the  center  of  town. 
One  trail  runs  through  the  former  Cos- 
griff  property,  from  Salisbury  Rd.  (next 
to  Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  Cemetery), 
across  Schenob  Brook  and  through 
forests  and  wetlands  to  the  back  of  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  campus  on  Berkshire  School  Rd. 

Long  a  shortcut  for  students  walking  to 
school,  the  section  of  the  trail  on  the  north 
side  of  the  brook  is  level  and  relatively  acces- 
sible to  people  of  varying  abilities.  One  of 
the  goals  of  the  trail  network  is  to  modify 
the  steeper  part  of  the  trail  from  Salisbury 
Rd.  to  make  the  trail  universally  accessible. 
The  Land  Trust  is  currently  raising  money 
to  replace  the  bridge  over  the  brook.  The 
trail  work  and  permitting  is  being  done 
in  partnership  with  Greenagers  and  the 
school,  including  its  vocational  program. 


Another,  shorter  trail  runs  through 
the  forested  property  at  the  corner  of 
Berkshire  School  Rd.  and  Bears  Den 
Rd.,  donated  to  the  Land  Trust  by  Janet 
Dohoney. 

Both  trails  are  linked  through  the 
school  campus  and  its  vernal  pool  and 
cross-country  trails.  The  trails'  proxim- 
ity to  the  school  makes  them  ideal  for 
educational  excursions  and  outdoor 
classrooms,  particularly  the  area  that  is 
part  of  the  Schenob  Brook  Area  of  Criti- 
cal Environmental  Concern  and  host  to 
many  rare  species. 

The  Land  Trust  is  looking  for  people 
interested  in  serving  on  a  new  Trails 
Network  advisory  group.  If  you  are 
interested,  contact  the  Land  Trust  at 
229-0234,  shefland@bcn.net  or  P.O.  Box 
940,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

Sheffield  is  one  of  29  towns  that  are 
part  of  the  Upper  Housatonic  Valley 
National  Heritage  Area,  or  Housatonic 
Heritage.  The  organization,  part  of  the 
National  Park  Service,  seeks  to  heighten 
appreciation  of  the  region,  preserve 
its  natural  and  historical  resource  and 
improve  the  quality  of  life  and  economy 
of  the  area. 


Winter  lectUKe.  "Managing  invasive  plants"  was  the  topic  of  the  Land  Trust's  14&  annual 
winter  lecture.  More  than  100  people  crowded  into  Dewey  Hall  on  Feb.  26  to  hear  the  panel 
discussion.  On  stage,  the  panel:  Tom  Ingersoll,  a  Sheffield  tree  and  principal  oflngersoll  Land 
Care;  Jim  Kelly,  a  Sheffield  forester  who  does  business  asJ.W.  Kelly  Consulting;  Sari  Hoy 
from  Native  Habitat  Restoration  in  Stockbridge;  Michael  Nadeau  of  Plantscapes  Organics  in 
.Connecticut;  and  Judy  Sullivan,  plant  propagator  at  Project  Native  in  Housatonic. 


HISTORIC  PRESERVATION 
PLANNING  WORKSHOP 

The  Egremont  Historical  Commission 
will  host  a  workshop  on  Historic  Pres- 
ervation with  Christopher  C.  Skelly, 
Director  of  Local  Government  Pro- 
grams, Massachusetts  Historical  Com- 
mission, on  Thurs.,  March  29  at  7pm 
at  the  North  Egremont  Fire  House  on 
Route  71  in  North  Egremont 

"Introduction  to  Historic  Pres- 
ervation Planning"  will  provide 
an  overview  of  the  basic  steps  of 
community-wide  historic  preservation 
planning,  including  identifying,  evaluat- 
ing and  protecting  historic  resources. 
The  event  is  free  and  open  to  anyone 
interested  in  protecting  historic 
resources  in  their  community. 

Skelly  has  worked  at  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Historical  Commission 
since  1997.  His  publications  include  "A 
Guidebook  for  Historic  District  Com- 
missions" as  well  as  two  educational 
DVDs.  He  regularly  holds  workshops 
around  the  state  for  local  commissions, 
elected  officials  and  the  general  public. 

For  more  information  call  Maxine 
Lome  at  4 1 3-528- 1 827  or  check  the 
website  at  www.egremonthistory.org. 
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FIRE  LOG 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


January 

3  Standby  for  Great  Barrington  Fire 
Dept.  9:35pm  to  1 1:20pm. 

1 1       False  alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High 
School.  8:20pm  to  9:00pm. 

1 5       Methane  gas  at  Pine  Island  Farm. 
10:30pm  to  10:36pm. 

1 7  False  alarm  at  Berkshire  School. 
10:55pm  to  1 1:00pm. 

18  Chimney  fire  at  186  Cobble  Lane. 
6:20pm  to  6:50pm. 

22       Mutual  aid  to  Lakeville,  CT. 

1: 1 3pm  to  2:10pm. 
24       False  alarm  at  Berkshire  School. 

8:22pm  to  8:49  pm. 
30       Mutual  aid  to  Canaan,  CT.  1:22pm 

to  4:00pm. 

February 

4  Outdoor  burner  on  Rote  Hill. 
1 2:45am  to  2:00am. 

7       CO  detector  at  18  Elm  St. 
12:58pm  to  1:30pm. 


October 

7      Delmolino  Family  Nominee  Trust  to  The  Shef- 
field Land  Trust,  property  at  Lime  Kiln  Rd., 
$70,000. 
7       Delmolino  Family  Trust  to  The  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  property  at  Lime 
Kiln  Rd.,  $1,030,000. 

I  I       Adam  J.  Kohlhepp  &  Virginia  TWatkins  to 
Lakhan  S.Verma,  property  at  396  Alum  Hill 
Rd.,  $235,000. 

1 3      John  E.  Ill  &  Cynthia  W.  Powers  to  Kimberly 
A.  Lavoie,  property  at  343  Alum  Hill  Rd., 
$241,000. 

27       Peter  H.Traub  to  Adam  P.  Rand  &  Heather  B. 
Morrical,  property  at  65 1  Silver  St.,  $304,689. 


November 

2 1      Greylock  Federal  Credit  Union  to  Babette 

Silver,  property  at  1076  County  Rd.,  $290,000. 
2 1       Paul  M.  &  Gretta  Willig  to  Russell  M.  Hyde  Jr. 

property  at  535  Polikoff  Rd.,  $  1 97,500. 
30       Guy  &  Lesley  Nicolucci  to  Matthew  C. 

Cartier  &  Victoria  Flynn,  property  at  I  193 

Rannapo  Rd.,  $250,000. 


December 

9       Mark  A  &  Mary  Ellen  Podesta  Raifstanger  to 
Donald  MacAlpine  Martin,  property  at  147 
South  Main  St,  $3 1 9,000. 

1 6  Compression  Preforming,  Inc  to  Bump's 
Brewery,  LLC,  property  at  65  Silver  St., 
$309,000. 

30       Robert  J.  Zimboski  to  Robert  W.  Law,  prop- 
erty at  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $  100. 

30       Robert  W.  Law  to  Lion  Anthony  &  Arsineh 
Bierbower,  property  at  296  Berkshire  School 
Rd.,$  1 62,000. 

January 

5       Kimberly  A.  Cannon  to  Martin  G.  &  Jeanne  M. 
Banko,  property  at  Canaan  Rd.,  $  1 50,000. 

1 7  Margaret  Q.  Dietemann  to  Peter  Walsh, 
property  at  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $75,000. 

20       Dominick  L  &  Brett  L.  Ferrusi  to  Paul  Gard- 
ner, property  at  Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  $66,500. 

24       Shawn  R.  &  Muriel  A.  Cassidy  to  Ashley  & 
John  Cowen,  property  at  325  East  Stahl  Rd., 
$155,000. 

30      James  W.  Rayhill  to  Daniel  F.  Rayhill,  property 
at  319  North  Undermountain  Rd.,  $285,000. 
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Calendar  Page 


March 

6  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY 

6  Mystery  story  workshop  at  Library  (p.  15) 
/  /  DAYLIGHT  SAVINGS  TIME  BEGINS 

1 7  Poetry  read-around  at  Library  (p.  1 5) 

18  Cub  Scout  Pancake  Breakfast  (p.  21) 
20  Kindergarten  registration  (p.  II) 

23  Last  day  to  obtain  town-office  nomination  papers  (p.  20) 

23  Musical  at  Mt.  Everett;  also  March  24  &  25  (p.  1 1) 

27  Book  discussion  at  Library  (p.  8) 

29  Historic  Preservation  workshop  (p.  25) 

April 

2  Boy  Scout  Spaghetti  Dinner  (p.  2 1 ) 

5  Book  club  at  Library  (p.  1 5) 

7  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  (p.  1 3) 

7  PASSOVER 

8  EASTER 

1 3  Talk  on  Apple  Blossom  poets  (p.  6) 

14  Country  music  benefit  for  Senior  Center  (p.  16) 
/  5  Deadline  for  the  MAYIJUNE  Sheffield  Times 

17  St.  Patrick's  Day  Corned  Beef  &  Cabbage  Dinner  (p.  14) 

19  PATRIOT'S  DAY 

20  Talk  on  Peace  Corps  in  Iran  at  Library  (p.  15) 

May 

5     Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  (p.  1 3) 
7    ANNUALTOWN  MEETING 
14     TOWN  ELECTION 

1 8  Dedication  at  Berkshire  School  (p.  1 2) 

See  also  the  listings  for  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  (p.  1 5),  Senior  Center 
(p.  16),  Bartholomews  Cobble  (p.  22)  and  Kiwanis  (p.  23) 


Buy  local,  read  local! 
Please  contribute! 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week 
number-  i.e.  "1st,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  are  on  the  first  and  third  times  that 
day  occurs  in  the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am-1pm 
Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s',  3rd 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4lh 
Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 
Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

*  Foot  care  clinic,  Senior  Center,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-1pm 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1st 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th  (4th  only  for  summer) 
Thursdays: 

Building  Inspector,  Thurs.  11am-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Third  Thursday  Luncheon,  Senior  Center,  noon 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Breaking  Bread  Kitchen,  American  Legion  Hall,  5pm 

Fridays 

Building  Inspector,  11am-4pm 

Council  on  Aging,  9:30am,  as  needed 

Commission  on  Disabilities,  Library,  3:30pm  3rd 
Saturdays: 

Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1s' 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD TIMES,YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 

Yes,  I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times! 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of      □  $25  □  $50  \3$I00      □  $200     □  $500      □  Other 

made  payable  to  the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


O  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


U  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

LJ  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you:    □ 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 


—  j 
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personal  service  and  convenience 
-  we  deliver! 
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Serving  Berkshire  County      Sheffield  640  North  Main  street  •  413.229.5000      South  Egremont  51  Main  street  •  41 3.528.51 00 
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SALISBURY  BANK 
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860.435.9801     800.222.9801  I  branches  serving:  Lakeville  I  Salisbury  I  Sharon  I  Canaan  I  Sheffield  !  South  Egremont  I  Dover  Plains !  Millerton 

www.salisburybank.com 
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